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SITME-ZOZG A Landmark Exhlbltlon of
Advanced Textile Machinery at Sarsana

The Surat International Textile and Machinery
Expo (SITME-2026) wae successfully organized from
Tanuary 90 12,2026 at the SuratInternational Exhibition
and Convention Centre (SIECC) in Sarsana This
premier event was a [oint initiative by The Southem
Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SGCCI)
and the Surat Embroldery Aessociation

The [nauguraton ceremony took place on
January 9, 2026, at 10:30 AM The Collector and District
Magistrate of Surat Dr Saurabh Pardhi attended as

the imaugurator, and SITME-2026 was fnaugurated by
his auspicious hands On this gecasfon, Mr Kailash
Hakim, President of the Federation of Surat Textile
Traders Agsociation (FOSTA) and Mr Ajay Almera
CEO and Founder of Ajmera Fashions Limited
remained present as guests of honor

In hilz welcome aoddress the Vice President
of the Chamber of Commerce, WMr Achok Tirawala
stated that the textlle Industry is the country’s highest
employment-generating Industry after agriculture

SAMRUDDHI | ISSUE-8 | FEBRUARY - 2026
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Approximately 24 lakh people in Suratcity are receiving e mployment through
the textile mdustry Around 2 lakh embroldery machines are operational
in Surat through which special encouragement ie being given to women
empowerment Currently, more than 2 lakh women are associated with the
embroldery ssctor He mentioned that for the Hrst time even two domes

Textiie has a major
J fell short for the SITME exhibition, which demonstrates the enthuslastic

contribution to participation of industriallsts

Surat's ﬂEUElﬂmeHt; The Collector and Distrlct Magistrate Lljr b%lmt Dr Saurabh Pardhi
gtated that the textile Industry has had a significant contribution to the

thmugh the SITME overall development of Surat The embroidery sector has played a special

exhibition, the role In taking the textile industry to new heights In thisexhibition a massive

display of cutting-edge technology and modem machinery of the textile
holistic deuelnpment sector [s being presented, which will give industrialistz an opportunity to

. loptnew technology and through it the holistic development of the textile

of the textile = 6) §
ndustry will become possible Collector Dr Pardhl further added that this
iﬂl‘.il.l.."itl'\f will national-level exhibition would recelve an unprecedented responss from the

ndustrial world and would further empower Surat s textile ndustry
The Joint Secretary of the Surat Embroidery Assoclation Mr Sanjay
Collector and District | Tho stated that In India’s largest textile machinery exhibition, two Jdomes

- have been compleely fllled More than 100 leading brands of embroldery
Magistrate Dr. S . I iy '
machinery are belng displayed under one roof in this exhibition, which iz a

Saurabh Pardhi slgnificant achievement for the ndustry. He sald that the embroidery sector

be possible.” —
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has made remarkable progress in the
last twenty years and today this sector
has reached new heighta

The Chambers All Exhibitions
Chafrman. Mr Kiran
conducted the inauguration
ceremony The then Immediate Past
Precident of the Chamber Mr WVijay
Mewawala, Honorary Treasurer CA
Witish Wopdl TFresident of the Surat
Embroldery Assodation Mr Manohar
Tekchandanl and members TFast
President of the Chamber CA PM
Shah, All Exhibitions Ceo-Chalrman
Mr MNirav Mondlewala and exhibitors
remalned present

e exhibltore participated in the

Thummar,

Address h"SECCl SITME exhibition at Sarsana, which
Vice President Shri  included exhibitors from Surat as
Ashok Jirawala to well as Ahmedabad, New Delhi Pune,

Entrepreneurs Rajkot Thane and Valsad. Along with

embroldery machinery parts, threads
yame, beads and other ancillary
products were alsp displayed in this
exhibition.

Position embroldery machinery
wae launched for the first time In the
SITME expo in Surat This machinery
will make hand-work and khatli-work
possible, which will play an Important
role In the development of warious
segments of the textile mdustry such
ae position printing, embroidery
jocquard, and schiffll segments

A nylon bead wire specially
made for embroidery bead machinery
wasg launched for the first time in
India at the SITME exhiblton iIn
Surat Additionally, a live demo was
presented with a Moya Zardosl device
on a eingle-head embroidery machine
In this exhibition

Possibility of over 850 crore rupees investment in advanced textile

machinery, including embroidery, through the SITME-2026 exhibition

Investment in embroidery machinery will provide
futher momenhum 10 the devebpment of the gament
industry in Surat Chamber President Nikhil Madrasi

Exhibitore received a tremendous reeponse as mome
than % thousand buyers and visitore from acmoss the country
vidted the SITME-200' exhibition organized jointly by the
ChamberofCommerce andthe Surat Embroidery Assocdation

The ‘Surat Intemational Textlle and Machinery Expo
- SITME 2026 was held from Jamary o to 12, 36, between
10:00 AM and 700 PM at the Surat Intemational Exhibition

and Convention Centre Sarsana under the joint auspices of
The Southem Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry
and the Surat Embmidery Assocation which received a
tremendous esponze from buyers traders, and buslnesemen
from across the country

Chamber President Mr Nikhil Madrasi stated that a
nich of buyers was seen at the STTME exhibition from the
very Hret day With 7082 onthe Hret day, 11786 on the second
day, 15280 on the third day, and 488 today on the burth
day atotal of 008 buyers traders and busiresamen vidted

SAMRUDDHI | ISSUE-8 | FEBRUARY - 2026
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SITME over four days, making it a grand success

Inn the SITME exhibition amund 200 machines of 100
brande inchiding embroidery and textile machinery, were
displayed. Machinery ranging from s lakh nipees to a0 lakh
nipees was thowreased in this exhibiion in which the &
participating exhibitors indicated that they expect (0 receive
orders for 3 to 2 machines each in the coming one or two
months

According to one exhibitor, they had placed four
advanced embrol dery machires for display at their stall Thie
included machinery worth =5 lakh nipees, a0 lakh nipees
and 0 lakh nipees By paticipating in thiz exhibition they
establithed direct contact with buyers coming from different
cities of the country Jdue to which based on the genuine
inquiriee generated for their machinery they expect to

| 1

i | r— -

receive orders fora total of 25 machines within a month
New technology iz being upgraded every year In
embroidery machinery ond digital printing rmachinery
Industraliste with old machinery are now Inveeting in
new technology, theefre exhibitore expreseed hope that
thousands of new machines would be sold in the
nextoixmonthe Consequently. the developrment
ofthe gamment industry in Sumat will galnmore
mormentun Textle induetrialiste are already
eelling their productz in the dJdomestic i
market, but now they are moving towarde
exporting products to the global market

Therefore, genuine buyers fram
acroze the country wvisited the '
exhibition

8 | ACT WITH ONE MIND

Food & Beverages, SGCCI Global Village,
and Women Entrepreneur Exhibitions
Organized at Sarsana
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A Joint organization of Food and Bewverages'
‘5GCCT Global Village', and 'Women Enteprensur
Exhibitionr was conducted by The Southern Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Southem
Gujarat Chamber Trade and Industies Development
Centre from January 24, 25 and 26 2006, from 100 AM
to 7:00 PM at the Surat Intematipnal Exhibition and
Convention Centre located in Sarsana

On Saturday, Jarnuary 24, 2028 at 11:00 AM, the
inauguration ceremony of all three exhibitions was
held atUshakant Marfatia Hall, Savsana, Surat, in which
the Chafrperson of the Khodaldham Organization and
Founder and Director of Craftroots - Crafting Stores,
Stitching Cultires Ma Anarben Patel attended ae the
inaugurator and mangurated the exhibitiones

Asg gpecial guests In the nauguration ceremony,
MLA Chafr of Alberta Economic Corridor Canada Mr
Shane Getsory Mindster of Imtemational Relations of
Botswana, Dr Phenyo Butale; and Honorable Deputy
Minister of Industry and Commerce of Zimbabwe, Mr
Raj] Modl remained present While MLA of Alberta
Canada, Ms TJackie Lowely; Director of the National
MSME Board, Mr FPradip Peshkar, CEQ of Ghana Free
Zones Authority, Dr Mary Auvuel; and Vice President
of KREMAG Assoclation, Mr Ishwar Parmar graced
the occasion as guests of honor The Honorary Consul
General of the Republic of Cyprus based In India, Mr
Viraj Kulkami, joined online asa guest of honor

Dellvering the welcome addreas Chamber of
Commerce President Mr Nikhil Madrasi staed that the
presence of national and intermational distinguished
personalides will make these thres exhibitions an
important platform for creating new opportunities
for global wade Investment and cooperation for
the Industrfolists and traders of Surat and the entire
South Gufarat In thess exhibitions entrepreneurs
manufactirers and tradere will find new business
opportunities Various countries will be able to present
thelr products and trade possibilities on one platform
Simultaneously, women will re celve encourage ment for
eelf-employment innovation, and leadership

Inaugurator Ma Anarben Patel stated that giving
women a place In the malnstream amidet hardcore
buesinesz iz extremely commendable The Chamber
glves epecial priority to women empowerment as
a result of which women entreprensurs will receive
encouragement Cn this pccasion, she appealed to
everyone present to encourage womer entrepreneurs

Mr. Pradip Peshkar
Director of the Nationad MSME Board

Mr. Ashok Jirawala
Vice President oFSGCCIT

CAMitish Modi
Hon. Treasurer of SGCCI

Mrs. Mayuriben Mewawala
Chairperson of Ladies Wing, SGC0O

T
HEE

Mr. K.B. Pipaliya,
Chairman of Food & Beverages Expo

Mr. Sanjay Punjahl,
Chalrman of SGCCI Global Wikage
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by making purchasee from thelr stalls Additionally
che suggested glving Importarice to the agro and craft
pectors in the exhibition. She sald that 20 to 25 million
people In Indla are nssociated with the craft ssctor She
[z making e fforte toward establishing o Craft University
In the country for the development of this ssctor

Referring to a study conducted by Harvard
University she stated that to Jdo business successfully
In India, it {s extremely necessary to understand the
Indion mindest becouss the spirit of helping is widely
senhers Along with this relationships are glven great
[mportance In India and this matter plays a decisive
role In business as well She said that the organization
of thee different exhibitions under one roof by the
Chamber and the presence of international guests in it
demonstrates their capability

MLA Chairof Alberta Economic Corridor Canada,
Mr Shane Getzon, stated that he has come to Surat to
come Into direct contact with Indian entrepreneurs
He gafd that Canada’s trade relations with India are
constantly becoming stronger. and wvast opportunities
are available In the Alberta province In sectors such as
investment agri-business food processing energy and
technology Through such exhibitions, industrialists of
both countries ge tanexcellent platform for networking
and cooperation, which will give 2 new direction to

Under the presence of
international guests,
all three exhibitions
were inaugurated

by the Chairperson

of the Khodaldham
Organization, Ms.
Anarben Patel.

bilateral trade In the future

Miniater of International Relations of Botawana,
Dr Phenyo Butale, invied Surate entreprensurs to
Investin Botewana He sald that Botswana s a politically
stable country and i{s known for its business-friendly
policies He stated that vast o pportunities are avallable
in sectors such as minerals, agriculture, Jdiamond
food processing, tourlsm, and manufacturing Due to
strong bilateral relations between India and Botswana,
Botswona can become a rellable and profitable
destination for inwvestment for the entrepreneurs of
Surat, he added

Honprable Deputy Minister of Industry and
Commerce of Zimbabwe, Mr Ra] Modl invited the
professionals of Surat to visit Industries in Zimbabwe

Director of the MNational MSME Board, Mr
Pradip Peshkar gave detailed information about
varipus achemes provided to induatries by the MSME
Ministry and aske d entrepreneurs to come forward for
manttfachidng in the defenss sector

Chairperson of the Chamber's Ladies Wing, Mrs
Mayuriben Mewawala, gave information regarding
the Women Entrepreneur Exhibidon She stated that
10 women entrepreneurs have participated In the
Women Entrepreneur Exhibitlon Here they are
displaying products from wvarious segments such as

“Giving women a place in the mainstream amidst hardcore business is an extremely
commendable matter; the Chamber gives special priority to women empowerment, asa
result of which women entrepreneurs will receive encouragement.” : Ms, Anarben Patel

10 | AGT WITH ONE MIND
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health. consumer durables ready-made garments
tashion and Hmess equipment skin and health care,
hoandloom and handieraft dress matedals fashion
acceseorles, traditional wear and sarees [ewellery,
interior decoration {tems designer lounge as well as
food and beverages

Chairman of the Food and Beverages Expo
Mr KE Pipaliya gave detailed Information about
the Food and Beverages exhibition He said that 165
exhibitors have participated in this expo, in which
food procesalng equipmentand machinery, packaging
machinery and materfals, cold chain equipment
and refrigeration appliances, warehousing
cargo handling, food testing laboratories nsurance

and

agencles, financial solutione, dried and frozen food
bakery and groceries bewverage, food parks and
consumer packoged goods are being displayed In the
food processing eector

Chairman of SGCCI Global WVillage, Mr
Sanfay Punfabi gave Information about the Global
Village exhiblton He stated that exhibitors from

Dubal Australia Japan, Thafland and Atghanistan
participated In the SGCCI Global Village exhibition
Exhibitore from Dubal are displaying real estate and
tourlsmy exhibitore from Australia are displaying viza
proceseing as well ae council services; and exhibitors
from Afghanistan are displaying Jry frults spices
and carpets. Exhibitore from Japan are displaying
logistice and courier services. Additionally through
the Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam concept, more than 12
etalle have been ke pt from self-help groups and from
Gufarat Maharashtra, and especially Bhu|

Chamber Vice President Mr Ashok Tirawala
thanked everyone present at the ceremony. Chamber
Honoprary Treasurer CA Mitish Modi conducted
the nouguration cemmony The then Immediate
Past President of the Chamber Mr Vijay Mewawala,
Honorary Secretary Mr Bljal Jarilwala Chamber's
All Exhibitions Chalmman Mr Kiran Thummar, and
Co-Chairman Mr Nirav exhibltors
entrepreneurs, and professionals remained present at
the ceremony

Wandlewala,

Tremendous response from buyers to Food and Beverages,
SGCCI Global Village, and Women Entrepreneur Exhibition

Exhibitors recelved a temendous responee from
buyers as more than 29 thousand people vislted the
exhibitione In three daye; the time had to be extended
by ane hour each on Sunday and Monday due to heavy
crowde

The thee exhiblton: wer not meely platiorme
for purcharing, but served az a vibmnt reflection of trade
and entrepreneurehip at local natlonal, and Intemational
levele: Chamber Pred dent Mr Nikhil Madrasi

Chamber of Commerce Preddent Mr  Nikhil
Madrael etated that a total of 5,780 pegple on the firet day
(Saturday) 12240 on the second day (Sunday), and 1150

'- N | ’
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on the third day (Monday) viefted the exhibition and
purchased varoue products, which includes 2080 weltore
whao came from gutslde Surat In thi= manner, a total of
12680 people vieited the exhibition In three daye. Due to
the large number of vieitore, the participating exhibitore
recelved an excellent profeeeional meponee

Particularly, the food and beverages sector, bakery
products, home decor, fachion, and lfestyle products
recelved epedal preference from buyers Due to attractive
schemes like ‘Buy One Get One Free™ In bakery products,
constant cmwde were eeen at the exhibitorn'
thioughout all three daye

etalla
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Surat Police Comumieeioner Mr Anupam Singh Gahlaut
visited the exhibition with hiz wife Similarly, Surat City BJP
Preeident Mr Parech Patel also visited the exhibition Due to the
heavy cowd on Sunday and Monday, the exhibition time wae
% extended by one hour until s PM. so that buyers who came with
.| families got an opportunity © shop
. The women entreprensurs partidpating in the Women
Entreprenewur Exhibiton aleo meeived a very good eeponee from
buyers Handmade, faehion, food, and lfestyle producte prepared
by women received ppedal preference It wae clearly seen that
women empowerment recelved a booet ag the Chamber gave

" priodty to women entrepreneurs This exhibition proved to be

Impartant in the directon of empowering women entreprenetirs
profecsionally
: In the S5GCCI Global Village Expo, exhibitorr from
Afghanietan, Auetralia, Dubai, and Japan aleo meeived a very good
rezponee from buyers Beeldes these four particpating countries
bbrefgn vieltore from countriee Including Canada Botewana,
Zimbabwe, Tuniela, Ethiopin Cypmue Ghana, and Lesotho aleo
visited the exhibitione The unique dry food pmducte prezented by
Afghan exhibitore eeceived a tremendous eoponze from buyers
Theee three exhibitione organized by the Chamber of
Commerce were not merely platformme for purchasing, but served
az a vibrant reflection of trade and entrepeneurship at local
national, and International levele, Chamber President Mr Nikhil
Madrasi further added

A program in collaboration with the South Gujarat
Productivity Council regarding growth through
digital technology in trade and industry

The Southem Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, in collaboration with the South Gujarat Productivity
Council organized a program on the subjectof Growth thiough
Digital Technolbey In Trade and Industry” on Friday, January 2
2025, at 500 PM at Sanhat!, Sarzana, Surat, under the Productivity

12 | AGT WITH ONE MIND

with Progress’ program erlee Digitaltranefymation expert Mr
Amit Saluja provided detalled guldance to the entrepreneurs
and profezdonals

Chamber President Wr WNikhil Madragl stated that in
today's competitive era, adopting digital technology for trade

SAMRUDDHI | ISSUE-8 | FEBRUARY - 2026



and industry iz no longer an option but hae become an unavoidable necezsity The Chamber iz alwaye
constantly strdving to connect {ts members with new technology and modem busines: ideplogles

The Predident of the South Gujarat Productvity Councll Mr Nirav Rana. stated In hie
welmme ¢peech that eficlency, traneparency, and mmpetitiveress In the global market can be
increazed through digitalizatlon He zald that digitalization iz extremely necezeary in trade and
Industry

Mr Amit Sahyja stated that capadty utilizaHon can be known based on real data. such as
how much output = generated by a machine in Industry and business Gererally MSME plants
do not have the dght level of data, the tefore. operational visbility, machine efficiency, how much
gz pecure on the machine, how much downtime there 12 and for what reazon It oceure cannot be
properly known If MSME industdalizte can bring additone to the 2y stem and change the proceszing
level, they can aleo Increase capacity ueing dightal technolbogy Baced on digital technology, 1f we can
Improve the downtme of each machine by 15 minutes per shift. we can increase capadty by 3% If
we can reduce scrap In the plant by 1%, we can Increase the profit margin by up to 3%

He stated that even today, decldon-making in many factoder happens manually, but by
adopting appropdate digital toole according to the sze of the businees, produdion capadty and
profitabllity can be Increated by reducing mete He advited entrepreneurs that sustalnabllity 12
{mportant In trade and Induetry While maintaining coneletency In Induetry, one hould think In
the direction of growing the buslnese by 2% to 7% He also explained the bueinez: bereflts achieved
through digital technology using varlous exampkes and case studiee

Chamber Vice President Mr Ashok Jirawala Honorary Secretary Mr Bijal Jardwala,
entrepreneure;, and profeesdonale emalned precent In the program Former President of the
Chamber and South Gujarat Produdivity Coundl Mr Arvind Kapadia, Introduced the speaker
Former Precident of the Chamber, Mr Ashish Gujarall, thanked everyone present [n the program
Chamber Group Chalrman Dr Anil Sarangl gave the outlne ofthe program. while Group Chai rman
Mr Sanjay Punjabl conducted the program

A QA eezefon wae aleg held for the members precent In the program, In which Mr Amit
Saluja gave satiefactory anewers to vadous questions related to trade and Industry, after which the
program concluded

Mr. Amit Saluja
Digital
Transformation

Expert

Pro_gram on ‘Credit Guarantee Schemes' for MSME Units

Around 15 schemes are operational; exporters. The Southem Gujarat Chamber of Commerce
MSMEs and Startups of Surat must take advantage  and Industry (5GCCI), In collaboration with the
ot three of them: Mr Durgesh Pandey MWational Credit Guarantee Trustee Company

SAMRUDDHI | ISSUE-8 | FEBRUARY - 2026 ACT WITH ONE MIND | 13



P : 3
Mr. Durgesh Pandey (o}
CEO and Whole-Time :
Mr. Bijal Jariwala Director Mr. Rajkumar Goyal
Hon. Secretary of SGCCI of NCGTC (Mumbai) Head of Government Products (MSME)
at Bank of Baroda's Corporate Office

Limited (NCGTC) and Bank of Baroda, organized a
gpecial program on the subject of 'Credit Guarantse
Schemes on Saturday, January 3 2026, at 300 PM
at Ushakant K Marfatia Hall Sarsana Surat The
primary objective of thiz program was to Increase
finoncial accessibility by informing MSME units,
exporters, and startups about the credit guarantee
framework operated by the government

Honorary Secretary Mr Bijal Jarlwala, in
his welcome addrese stated that the Chamber is
constantly striving to provide an Intemational
plattorm for the industries of Surat and South
Gujarat to boostexports

The Chief Guest Mr Durgesh Pandey CEO
arud Whole-Time Director of NCGTC (Mumbai),
provided detafled Information on  wvarious
government schernes He noted that many emall
entrepreneurs reman deprived of credit due to a
lack of proper Information

He highlighted that while there are
approximately 15 credit guarantee achemes, three
are particularly wital for Surats entre preneurs:

1.5cheme for Exporters: Introduced in
response to American taritfs, providing a 100% credit
guarantee from the government The govemment
Intends to provide support up to 20,000 crore

z Mutual Guarantee Scheme for MSMEs: A
hybrid model featuring a flexible repayment period
and a 2-year moratorfum period.

14 | ACT WITH ONE MIND

3 Startup Scheme: Designed for startups that
lackphyesical assets Under this Alternate Investment
Funds [ATF) can alzo provide loans alongeide banks
He urged banks not to overemphaeize collateral

Mr Rajkumar Goyal Head of Govemment
Products (MSME] at Bank of Baroda’s Corporate
Office. emphagized that MSMEs= are the backbane
of the Indian economy He gulded the audience an

eThe role and digital jowrney of Bank of
Baroda.

elncentives and facilities provided by the
banking sector

e Encouraging ndirect exporters to also come
forward and benetit from these schemes.

Mr  Chakrapani from Bank of Baroda
delivered a detailed presentatlion on the bank's
specific MSME products.

The eventwas attended by ssveral dignitaries,
Including CA Mitish Mod!, Honorary Treasurer of
the Chamber, Dr Jayna Bhakta Chalrpersan of the
Banking (Co-gperative Sectors) Committss, and
senlor officfals from Bank of Barpda, heluding
Wr MNirmal Fatel W Mukesh MNawval and Mr
Vivek Kumar Singh The program concluded with
an 'Open House' seeslon moderated by CA Rafiv
Kapasiowala, where expertz gpent 20 minutes
anawering wvaripus questions from exporters and
entrepreneurs Former PresldentMr Ashish Gujaratl
expreseed the vote of thanks to all attendees.
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“The M;hematics of
Karma" - Beginning of

The Southem Gujarat Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (SGCCI) organized a session on 'The
Mathematics of Karma" as part of the Teevan Ganit
Mahotsav on Monday, sth January 2026 at 5:00 PM at
Samruddhi Nanpura, Surat

The keynote speaker Padma Shri Dr Jagdish
Trivedi - humorist writer poet artist philosopher
and philanthropist - elaborated on the difference
between the mind and the heart He explained that
while the mind may bring material gains, decisione

Mr. Ashok
Jirawala
Vice President of
SGCCI
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taken from the heart lead to spiritual fulfllment

He emphagized that karma ls a natural law,
stating. “As you sow, so shall you reap” highlighting
itaz a findamental truth of life

Viee Preaident Mr Asholk Tirawala delivered
the welcome address Former President Mr Vijay

Mevawala introduced the speaker Honorary
Treasurer CA Mitish Modi proposed the vote of
thanks and Past President & Session Chairman Mr
Rupin Pachchigar conducted the session

Padma Shri
Dr. Jagdish
Trivedi
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On Tuesday, sth January 2026 a session on "The
Mathematics of Politice” was held at Samruddhi

Senior journalist and author from New Delhi
Mz Sheela Bhatt provided deep insights into political
strategles power dynamics and electoral caleulations

She highlighted that politice lsnot governed solely
by mathematics but also by destiny and ethics Referring
to Prme Minister Narendra Mod{ and former Prime

Minister Indira Gandhi she explained the elements
of stable leadership She also emphasized the political
significance of states like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar

 Former Mayor of Surat, Mr Fakirbhal Chauhan
attended as Guest of Honour Mr Vijay Mevawala
delivered the welcome addmess CA Mitsh Modi
introduced the epeaker, and Mr. Rupin Pachchigar
conducted the session

=l 'IB0

Mr. Vijay Mevawala Ms. Sheela Bhatt Mr. Fakirbhai Chauhan
Imm. Past President Senior Journalist and Former Mayor of Surat
of SGCCI Author
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On Wedrnesday, 7th January 2026, motivational
speaker WMr Paras Pandhi delivered an inepiring talk
ort The Mathematics of Love ”

He explained that love Jdoes not involve
arguments, and ghving with expectations tums it
into a transaction “When 'T' and 'You' become ‘We',

become zero." he said

He described dedication, service humility, and
curipeity as the core foundations of love

WVice Presldent WMr Ashok Tirawala deliversd
the welcome address CA Mitish Modl introduced
the speaker and Mr Rupin Pachchigar chafred and
conducted the session.

SAMRUDDHI | ISSUE-8 | FEBRUARY - 2026

ACT WITH ONE MIND | 17



“The Mathematics of
Happiness”

- ' L=
On Thursday, sth January 2028 poet Mr Ankit
Trive diexplained “The Mathematics of Happiness ™
He stated that happiness lies not In saving but
In upgrading oneself He observed that while the
present generation haos advanced communication

tools, meaningful conversations are declining
Padma Shri Yozdi Karanfia delivered a guest

address, emphasizing that creating heaven while
living is the true essence of happiness

Mr Ashok TIrawala welcomed the gathering,
Mr Viay Mevawala Introduced the speaker CA
Mitish Modi proposed the vote of thanks and Mr
Rupin Pachchigar conducted the session

18 | ACT WITH ONE MIND
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“The Mathematics of Dharma"']

£

On  Friday, sth January 2026, renowned
thinker Mr Bhadrayu Vachharajani spoke on "The
Mathematics of Dharma *

Referring to Manuemriti and the Bhagawvad
Gita he explained the ten virtues of dharma such
as patience, forgiveness, self-contrpl, truth, and
non-anger
He defined dharma as a guiding principle

i, Wl -

f"- - .
Mr. Vijay Mevawala

Imm. Past
President of SGCCI "

(.
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that regulates personal conduct and clarifled the
distinction between rellgiosity and maorallity
Group Chairman Mr  Deepak Kumar

Shethwala was present Mr  Vijay Mevawala

delivered the welcome address, CA Mitish Modi
ntroduced the speaker, and Mr Rupin Pachchigar
conducted the seszion and delivered the vote of
thanlks

Mr. Bhadrayu
Vachharajani
Renowned Thinker
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“The Mathematics of
Emotions”
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On Saturday, 10th January 20%, Dr Nimitt Oza He emphasized "If you have to demand an
explained "The Mathematles of Emotions” emotion, It s not genudne ~
He stated that although emotione cannot be Presldent Mr. Nikhil Madrael was present CA

mathematically deflned, understonding them f{z  Mitish Modl introduced the speaker and Mr Rupin
essential He explained that emotione last for aboutes  Pachchigar conducted the session and delivered the
seconds are contaglous, and whatever emotion vou  vote of thanks Group Chalrman Mr Deepak Kumar
EXpPress etums to you Shethwala and members were alap present

Mr. Rupin Dr. Nimitt Oza
Pachchigar Renowned
Past President of Writer
SGCCI
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“The Mathematics of

Health”
=

On Sunday, 1th January 202e at 1030 AM, Dr
Sharad Thakar delivered a session on "The Mathematica
of Health " Dr Mukul Choksl atended as Guest Speaker

He emphasized, 'Improve yourbreath balance not
fustyour bank balance ” He highlighted the importance
of regular dheck-ups seeking second opinlons and
maintaining a balanced lifestyle He also discussed

21 gLk

Mr. Rupin
Pachchigar
Past President
of SGCCI
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the Increased liE expectancy due to advancements In

modern medical sclence

Presfdent Mr Nikhil Madrasi WVice President
Mr Acshok Jlrawala, Hon. Secretary Mr Blfal Jariwala,
and Public Health Committee Chafrperson Dr Parul
Vadgama were present The sesafon was conducted by
Mr Rupin Pachchigar

Dr. Sharad
Thakar
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A epecial sesslon on mental health was
organlsed on 3rd January 2026 at Samrud dhl

Renowned paychologist Dr Mukul Choksi
explained Jdepression as a clinical condition and
guided the audience on its symptoms and treatment

Poychiatrist Dr Palash Frajapati highlighted
that suppressed emotions often manifest as physical
pain He aleo shared ueeful insights on insonnia and

S oiJaL damnALS

—y
Mr. Bijal Jariwala
Hon. Secretary of SGCCI

-
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“Manojagat - Solutions to Your Problems”

n
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Dr. Mukul Choksi
Renowned Psychologist

i

=SSN
anxfety management

Hon Secretary Mr Bifal Jarlwala delivered
the welcome address Group Chairman Mr Rakesh
Gandhi outlined the eession, and Public Health
Committee Co-Chairman Dr Rajan Desal conducted
the session and delivered the wvote of thanks The
program was conducted in an Interactive Q&A
format

lF,'I

OGR. PALASH PRAJAFE

Dr. Palash Prajapati
Psychiatrist
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Appointment of Chamber President Mr. Nikhil
Madrasi as Trade Representative in the Government
of India’s Regional Direct Tax Advisory Committee

The De partment of Revenue, Ministry of Flnance. Gowernment of India. has appointed
Mr. Nikhil Madrasl Prealdent of The Southem Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(SGCCI). asa Trade Re presentative in the Regional Direct Tax Adwisory Committee (RDTAC)
tor the reglons of Gujarat Dadra and Nagar Havell and Daman & Diu This appointment s
amatier of pride for the entire trade and ndustrial world of South Gujarat
The following appointments have been made in various categories of this committee:
e Trade Representative Category: Mr Nikhil Madrasi President SGCCL
e Member of Parllament Category: Mi Bharat Manubhal Sutariya, Lok Sabha MP
e State Government Repressntative Category: Mr Kamal Dinkarray Shukla Additional
Commissioner of State Tax, Ahmedabad
e Lowyver Dealing with Income-Tax Matters Category: Mr Dhruvenkumar Vinod chandra
Shah.
Chartered Accountant Category: Mr Sulabh Ureshlumar Pad shah
Industry Repregentative Category: Mr Janik Nautambhai Vakil
Univeralty ProfessoraCollege Privicipal Category: Dr Shankar 5 Sodha
Bank Manager Category: Mr. Hitesh Mahendra Dave
The appointment of the Chamber of Commerce President as a Representative of
Trade in the Regional Direct Tax Advisory Committee by the Government of India Iz a
reflection of the truet placed In the induestrialists and traders of South Gujarat Through this
committee, there will be an effective opportunity to positively present common questions

and difficultles faced by taxpayers regarding Income tax before the Govemment and the
Income Tax Department The Chamberhas alwaye acted asa bridge between trade-industry
and the government ard will continue to present conetructive suggestions In the interest of
taxpayers In the coming times

The Chamber expressed hope that the appointment of its President to this important
natlonal-level committee will provide greater strength to the wolee of South Gujarate
Industrialists and traders at the policy level
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Educational Visit to Police Control Room to
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The Trafflc & Awareness Commitiee of The
Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SGCCI) prganized an educational visit to
the Surat City Police Control Room for the students
of Sindhu Seva Samiti School on Tuesday, January
6 2026 The primary goal was to enhance road
safety awareness among students and explain the
importance of following traffic miles

During the visit students were provided with
detailed informaton regarding;

e Traffic Management How the city's traffic
How iz managed daily

e Emergency Responee System: The procedure
tor handling urgent calls and sltuations

e CCTV Monltoring: Real-time surveillance of
clty activities and violations

e Control Room Operations: The internal
working mechanism of the police control hub

e Accident Prevention: Stepe taken by the
department to minimize road accidents in Surat

Police Sub-Inspector Mr V. B. Varma, Assistant
Sub-Inspector Mr Narottambhal Mohanbhai Head
Conatable Mr Dharmeshbhai Pradyumanbhai, and
Woman Folice Conetable M. Nehalben Labhubhat
provided the stidents with an understanding of
traffic slgnals road senss, the Importance of using
helmets and eeatbelts, and the riske assoclated
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Increase Road Safety Awareness Among Students
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with using mobile phones while drving The police
offfcers stated that road safety iz not just about
following rules but iz the responsibillty of every
citizen: If students dewvelop an understanding of
tratfic rules from childhood, the number of accidents
can be reduced in the coming times Along with this
practical information was also provided regarding the
utility of the 112 number during emergencles and how
Immedlate asslstonce can be obtained

Mre Kaminiben Dumaswala, Chalrperson of
the Chamber of Commerce's Tratfic and Awareness
Committee, stated that this visit was organized with

the objective that students gain an understanding of
the traffic system In real-world sltuations and make
themselves as well as thelr family members aware
of road safety In the coming times road safety
awareness programs will be undertaken by the
Chamber in various schools During this visit the
students asked questions enthusiastically and cleared
thelr doubts regarding trafflc and road safety through
direct dialogue with the police officers Finally the
shivdents and teachers expressed thelr gratitude to the
Chamber of Comunerce and the Surat Clty Police for
this Inspiring experience

Joint Face-to-Face Business Meeting by Chamber’s
Women Entrepreneur Cell and JITO’s Swayam Wing

The Women Entreprereur Cell of The Southem
Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry (3GCCI)
and the Swayam Wing of the Jain Inemational Trade
Organization (JITO) Jointly organized a Face-to-Face
Business Meeting on Wednesday, January 7 2o at
5:00 PM at Amora, Surat The event aimed to provide a
platform for professional networking and cooperation
AIONg WoIner entrepreneurs

Chamber Chalrman  Wr  Shailesh
Deczal stated in his welcome address that women

Group

[
[
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entre preneurs today are not imited justto business but
are driving forward new Ideologies new technology
and a new professional culture Ms Ankita Valand,
Chairperson of the Chamber's Women Entreprensur
Cell provided detafled Information about the cell's
activities and noted that the Chamber's primary goal
iz to cieate new business oppormunities by connecting
women entreprensurs; she also announced the cell's
next two Face-to-Face meetings

Mes. Dhara Shah Chairperson of JITO's Swayam
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Wing, provided extensive Information about JITO
Swayam and ita varlous activities, training programs,
and businese developmentetforts for the empowerment
of women entre prenetirs

The Face-to-Face business meeting remained
the main attraction providing women entrepreneurs
an opportunity for dimect dialogue and professional
discusslon This sesslon wag successfully moderated
by Women Entrepreneur Cell Adwvisor Mrs Swatl

P e ot — Y e
Shethwala along withMs Hiral Bavishi and Ms Piyusha
Chaudhary from JITO During this session, women
entie preneurs from wvarlpus sectors discussed their
businesses services, and poseibilities for cooperation,
resulting In the establishment of many new business
connections At the conclusion of the program, a vote
of thanks was presented by Chamber member Dr
Bandana Bhattacharya while Ma Tinal Sanghvi thanked
everyone present on behalf of JITO Swayam.

Session Organized on ‘Cancer Awareness and Prevention’

The Southem Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and
Industry organized aninteecting and informative session
on Cancer Awareneee and Cancer Preventon on January 4
2026, at 10:30 AM at Samnuddhi, Nanpura, Surat Renowned
Radiation Oneologiet from PP Maniya Hoepital Dr
Dimpal Gadhesadya, provided detailed guldance durdng
the event.
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Dr Jagdich Vaghasin Chalrman of the Chamber's

Industrial Workers Health Comumnlittee, stated In his
welcome addrees that when cancer pcoure the entire
family {2 devastated He emphasized that efforte toward
cancer prevention are eseential for the family, sodety, and
the nation to emain healthy

Dr Dimpal Gadhesadya explained what cancer s
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and addmeseed varloue mythe and facts
n detail stating that there {z a dgnificant
need for awarenese regarding radiation
and cancer While sodety often belleves
thereie no emedy oreolutiononce cancer
ocoure—equating “Cancer” with "Cancel’-
she clarified that thie iz no longer the
case Cancer sereering le crudal and the
dlzeaze can be defeated thmugh early
diagnoeie. She emphasized that canceris
not a contaglous diseare and debunked
the mirconeeption that radiation therapy

belief that cancer won't ocour withoat
a famlly history i erroneous, ae [t can
affect anyone.

Refuting the myth that blopey cauees concer
to epread che estated it {8 a elmple poeedur with no

evidence of spreading the diceare She mentioned that

80% of humore are not cancemous and cladfed that the idea
of cancer thdving on eugar {2 a complete misconception,

kllle people, explaining that It {z actually g Dimpal Gadhesariya °" et caused by obedity and a

[nterided to ellminate cancer and save Renowned Radiation eedentary lifestyle, advising that any

liver Furthermore che noted that the ' uleer that doee not heal within 15 daye
: Oncologist

etopping sugardoee not cure cancer. Since
cancerous tumore often donot cause pain
untl they reach the ourth stage patients
frequently delay wvieiting a doctor She
aleo noted that lung cancer doer not
anly occur In smaokers Highlighting the
increasing caree In India and Gujarat he
stated that Gujarat ranke fret In head
and neck cancerr due to tobacco In the
country, one death occurs every elght
minutes due to breast cancer In addition
to emoking the provided Infbmation

requiree animmediate doctor'e vizit She
concluded that cancer can be prevented
thmugh ecreening teste, lifestyle changee vacdnee, and
a healthy diet Dr Sonia Chaondand Co-Chalrperson of
the Chamber' s Public Health Committee, intrduced the
keynote speaker while the entire program was moderated
and the vote of thanke was performed by Dr Rajan Deeal,
Co-Chalmman of the Public Health Committee

Artificial Intelligence Conclave 2026

ARTIFICIAL

INTELLIGENCE

Expert speakers Mr Basssh Gala, Mr Awnish
Hirpara, Mr GR Raghavender Dr Carmel Mary
Esther, and Me Shivani Sharma provided detailed
guldanee on  the commercial use of Artificial
Intelligence legal Issues opportunities for Startups
and fuhire posaibilities

The Artificial Intelligence (AI) Conclave 20%
was prganlzed by The Sputhem Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on Saturday, January 10 202,
from 1000 AWM to 500 PM at Ushakant Hall, Sarsana,
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Surat, in which Mr Basesh Gala, Director and Lead
Advisor of Simpue Exim and Corporate Advisory; Mr
Avnish Hirpara Senior Tralning Officer of the Surat-
Valsad Reglonal Office of CED,; Mr G R Raghavender;
Dr. Carmel Mary Esther, and Ms Shivan{ Sharma
provided guldance as expert speakers to Start-ups,
entreprensurs and professionals

Chamber of Commerce President Mr Nikhil
Madrasi stated that in today's times Artificial
Intelligence Iz not lUmited just to technology but
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Mr. Nikhil Madrasi, Mr. Avnish Hirpara Mr. G.R. Raghavender
President of SGCCI Senior Training Officer of the CED
Surat-Valsad Regional Office
has become an Important tool of transformaotion  understanding regarding warious legal Issues

for business, Industry, and the economy The main
objective of the AI Conclave-102¢ organized by the
Chamber of Commerce {2 to Inform industrialists and
profeseionale about the mwal utility, legal aspects, and
future opportunities of Artiticial Intelligence.

Senior Training Officer of the CED Surat-Valsad
Regional Office Mr Awvnish Hirpara provided detailed
information about various training, guidance, skill
development programs and govemment assistance
schemes available to industrialiste and young
entreprengure through CED He aafd that the main
objective of CED iz to develop entrepreneurship
among youth and provide them with the necessary
knowledge, skills and platform for self-employment

and professional development He urged Startups
MSME industrialists, and youth wishing to start new
businesses to take advantage of CED's services.

Mr. GkR

Raghavender provided a detailed

Ms. Shivani Sharma

associated with the incrensing use of Artificial
Intelligence He highlighted important legal aspects
such a2z data privocy cyber escurity, Intellectual
Property Rights, copyright lability, and transparency
In Al-based decisions He sald that while making
commercial uee of Al technology It iz extremely
eseential to follow existing laws and regulations to
avoid legal disputes in the future

Dr Carmel Mary Esther provided detalled
guidance on how Artificial Intelligence can prove to
be a game-changer for Start-ups She atated that with
the proper use of AL startupe can achieve greater
efficlency, faster decision-making capability, and
global competitiveness with fewer resources She
highlighted the role of AI in product development,
market analysie customer experience, automation
and dat-driven Inmovation.

Me Shivan{ Sharma

Co-founder and CEOD

Mr. Basesh Gala

Co-founder and CEO of Director and Lead
Columnsprout Al Advisor of Simpus Exim
and Corporate Advisory
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of Columnsprout AI presented a lve demo of
Columnaprout Al She stated that Columnsprout Al =
asmart Al platform apecially designed for professional
organlzationg, which makes data analysis, customer
insights automation, and decision-making processes
slmpler, faster, and more effective.

Mr. Baesesh Gala, Director and Lead Advisor
of Simpus Exim and Corporate Advisory provided
detalled nformation about 100x Busine ss Breakthrough
- Mindset and Systems to Scale He stated that
In today's rapidly changing business era, merely
adopting technology lenotenough, but developing the
right mindest and systems {sextremely essenitial With
the proper usge of Al and smart systems, e fficiency can
be increased in business costs can be reduced and
compe titiveness can be achieved on a global scale

In his address, Mr Gala provided detalled
guldance on leadership thinking data-driven
decision-making processes  automation, Al-based
gysteme, and sustainable development models to lead
businesses toward 1o0-fold growth He emphasized
the need for industrinlists to come out of traditional

working methods and adopt innpvative ideplogies
and technology

Chamber Viee Fresident Mr Ashok Tirawala
Immediate Past President Mr Wijay Mewawala,
Conclave Chairman Mr Atul Patel Dr Chintan
Pathak Mr Al Pathak entreprensurs, busihessmen,
and  professipnals  remained present Chamber
Honorary Treasurer CA Mitish Modi Introduced
the speaker Chamber Group Chairman Mr Bashir
Mansuri thanked everyone present at the conclave
Dr Vandana Shah, Chalrperson of the Chambers
Artlficial Imtellisence and Digltal Transformation
Committee, provided nformation about the conclave
Chartered Accountant Mr Himanshu Gupta and Dr
Meera Sharma moderated the entire conclave

During the Q&A seesion of thiz conclave,
entreprensurs, businessmen, and professionals asked
varlous questions regarding the commercial uee of
Artiticial Intelligence legal challenges opportunities
for Start-ups and futire poeeibilities, to which
the speakers provided usseful guldance by giving
satisfactory anaswers

Grand Orgamzatlnn nf SBC Crlcket Tournament Premler League 4.0

|

-

Ms  Gopl Mendpara, Wicketkeeper
Bateman of the Senlore Gujarat Women's Cricket

and
Team, attended as the Guest of Honor at the opening

ceremony, while Ultra Marathon runner Mes Khyati
Patel and Imtemational Marathon runner Me Rama
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Hes

Mehta attended as Guests of Honor at the closing
ceremaony

The Southem Gufarat Chamber of Commerce
and Industry organized the SBC Cricket Toumament

Premier League 40 on Sunday, January 11, 2is at
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Drift Food Park and Game Zone, Vesu, Surat This
cricket toumament has been successfully organized
for the last four years by the SGCCI Business Connect
Committee, with the primary objective of bringing
the business world and sports lovers together

The opening ceremony of the SBC Cricket
Toumament Premiier League 40washeld ats:00 AM on
Sunday, featuring Ms. GoplMendpara, Wicke tkee per
and Bataman of the Seniors Gujarat Women's Cricket
Team, ag the Guest of Honor Chamber President Mr
Wikhil Madrasi Vice Fresident Mr Ashok Tirawala
Honorary Secretary Mr Bffal Jariwala, Honorary
Treasurer CA Mitish Modi and 5BC members were
present on the pccasion

Chamber President Mr Nikhil Madrasi in his
welcome address stated

"5BC Cricket Premier League 40 {2 not Just a
sports festival but a powerful platform to Increass
mutual dialogue networking, and cooperation among
professionals. Through the toumament, along with
Increasing enthusinsm for sports, a message of health,
team spirit, and fnstmitional unity i provided ”

Guest of Honor Ms Gopi Mendpara remarked
that esporte are extremely Important not only for
physical health but also for developing dizcipline,
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team epirit and eelf-confidence Such toumaments
create teamwork and positive thoughts proving
useful in every fleld of life

During the day on Sunday, from 8,30 AM to 830
PML cricket matches were played among s teams in
which 90 members of SBC participated At 930 PM
on Sunday night the closing ceremony was held, in
which ultra-marathon munner Ms Khyati Patel and
international marathon runner Me Ratma Mehta
remained presentas gueats of honor They stated that
cricket and other sports inspire individuals to face
struggles remain dedicated to goals and constantly
strive for success Such sports festivals give a positive
mesgage of adopting a healthy lifestyle in society

In the cricket towmament played between s
teams of SEC, HR Riders were the winners in the final
while Yotel Ka Raja were the runners-up

The Chamber office bearers lauded Chamber
Group Chairman Mr. Deepak Kumar Shethwala SBEC
Committee Adwisor Mr Tapan Jarfwala, Chairman
Wr Chandrakanth TPrafapati Co-Chalrmen Mr
Nirav Barfiwala, Mr Bhavan Shah, and Mr Amit
Patel as well as Coprdinator Mr Jaymin Sheth for
the successful organization of SBEC Cricket Premler
League 4.0
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Famous actress of Gujarati cinema Mrs. Vandana Pathak,
renowned motivational speaker Mrs. Ankita Mulani, Surat Deputy
Commissioner of Police Mrs. Shaifali Barwal (IPS), and entrepreneur
Mrs. Himani Bhuva provided inspirational guidance to professionals
and female students regarding education, career building, self-
reliance, and social responsibilities

The Southem Gujarat Chamber of Commerce
Industry (SGCCI)
National Woman Conclave 2006 onFriday. Tanuary
16 2026 at 1000 AW at Platimum Hall, Sarzana, Surat
During the event tamous Gujaratl cinema actress
Mrz Vandana Pathak, renowned motivational
gpeaker Mrs  Ankita Mulani Surat Deputy
Commissioner of Police Mrs. Shaifall Barwal (IP5)

and organized the grand

and entreprensur Mre Himani Bhuwva provided
[neplrational attending  women
protessionals students regarding
education career bullding, self-reliance and =ocial

guldance to
and  female

responsibilities

On thiz occagion, former Union Mindster
of State tor Textiles and Rallwaye Mrs Darshna
Jardosh gpeclally present and

Inspired the women and students with confidence

also remained

and self-reliance

Chamber Presidentr NikhilMadrasistated
[ hizs welcome addrege that the Natlonal Woman
Conclave iz a wital platform for empowerment,
while Vice President Mr Ashok Jirawala noted
that women are playving a cruclal role In every
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sector today

Mre Mayuriben Mewawala, Chafrpersaon of
the Chamber's Ladies Wing provided an outline
of the program and stated that the Natlonal
Woman Conclave gives women the opportunity to
recognize their mner strength and provide it with
direction She added that through this confluence
of knowledge experience and Inspiration women
will become more self-reliant and empowered

Actresg Mra Vandana TPathak shared that
true enfovmertt inany task comee only when it is
performed with complete Immersion Addressing
the students she sald that education iz extremely
necessary and there i3 no substitate for it Atevery
stage of life, there iz something new to leam and
one should always be prepared to leam How
to tronsform lfe experences Into one's work s
also equally Important Many opportunities keep
coming [n lfe but it Iz extremely necessary to
[dentify and selze those opportunites on time
The length of the role {a not Important, but what
mattere is with how much dedication and skill you
perform the role you are given
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Mr. Nikhil Madrasi
President of SGCCI

Mr. Ashok Jirawala,
Vice President of SGCCI

Mrs. Vandana Pathak
Actress
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She played the lead role iIn the Gufaratl fHlm Talebi Rocks”
Thise film, based on a subject ke menopause. iz not fust for women
but {2 o film that Inepires soclety to understand and think She
added that women's lives are alzo like a Jalebl, despite handling
everything thev maintain the balance of the tamily With the
special blessings of the Goddess, women hawve the capacity to
fultll multiple responalbilities. and thatis why women are mult-
tasking by nature

Regarding Gujaratd films actress Mrz Vandana TPathak
stated that currently, the Golden Terlod of Gujaratl cinema s
underway Nowadays, fllms are being made on subjects that
[neplre the younger generation and compel society to think in a
positive direction She added that alnce her acting career began In
thea ter, she hae a special attachment to the original form of acting
For this reason, all three mediime—drama, television eerials, and
tilm—are equally dear to her, and she enthusiastically accepts the
opportunity to act in every medium

In her fnepirational address, renowned motivatHonal epeaker
Mrz Ankito Mulani explained the true meanings of life from A
to Z in an extremely simple and effective manner She provided
shudents with o detailed understanding of the values and conduct
necessary for success in life such as A for Afm, B for Belief C
for Concentration, D for Disclpline and E for Effort Through
this presentation she nepired the development of a mindset that
provides the right direction to life

She explained the importance of patriotism. discipline
and walues to the students by presenting life ncidents of great
pereonalities like the former President of Indin. Dr ATPJ Abdul
Kalam and the former Vice President Dr SarvepalliRadhakrishnan
Additionally, she awakened eself-confidence and willpower among
the students by giving nspiring examples of Me Kalpana Sargf,
who rose from zero to a hero to bulild a vast business empire; Ms
Arunima Sinha, who became the world e fHret female amputee to
conguer Mount Everest with indomitable determiration despite
loaing a leg n an accident, and Mr Sparsh Shah who achieved
success with unwavering eelt-contldence despite living a life of
struggle with 40 fractures since birth

Surat Deputy Commlesioner of Pollece Mra Shaifalf Barwal
(IP3) stated In her address that insplred by her father she had
cherlshed the dream of becoming an IPS officer since childhood,
and ag a result of contimious study and hard work, she became
an IPS officer However, during her service, she experienced the
real conditions of eoclety, where there are many such girle who do
not even receive basic education In this context addressing the
female students, she sald that the fact that yvou have eceived the
opportunity to study and move forward s a great fortune in Iteelf;
therefore, you ehould make full use of it

She emphasized that [t s extremely necessary for women
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to move forward with mutial cooperation and unity Providing
nformation about the 33% reservation for women in the police
department in Gujarat state she sald that female police staft i=
operational from the grassroots level which [g not seen in many
other states Female police are successtully fultilling responsibilities
heluding patrolling and maintaining law and order, due to which
Gujfarat {s known ae a safe state

She advised women and fermale students to visit police
stations to understand pollce operations clogely. Discussing
the rising incidents of cybercrime, she said that women should
become fearless and file police complainte In such caszes 2o that the
ncident thathappered to them iz not repeated with other women
She appealed to people to Immedlately contact the 112 number for
Tanrakshak wehicles Furthermore, she stated that there iz a need
to bring change to the old customa stll prevailing In society, and
women chould lead this change with education and courage

Entreprensur Mre Himani Bhuwva stated that today'e woman
Iz moving forward confidently in every fleld It {s extremely
necessary for women to step out of the boundaries of housework
and strike a harmany between business and personal life She said
that success alwaye begine with small steps; therefore women
should make a emall start and courageously acceptevery challenge
that comes their way She added that success is achleved only by
setting a clear goal in life and following it with commitment She
stated with firm conviction that she will decide her next goal only
atter iulfilling her dream ot making ane lakh women entrepreneura

Furthermore she shed light on the Importance of the mother-
in-law and daughter-in-law relationship, stating that women
chould not remaln lmited only to the home but should aleo
capably handle responeibilities toward education family. society
and the country Finally, she stated that serving as a human being
iz the true religion and true success and satefaction are achieved
only by working with this spirit

Immediate Past President of the Chamber Mr. Viay
Mewawala, Honorary Secretary Mr. Bfjal Jariwala, Honorary
Treasurer CA Mitish Mod{, former Mayor of Surat Mre Hemaliben
Boghawala, women entreprenewrs professionals, and female
students remalned present In the National Woman Conclave

Mre Alpaben Madrael Vice Chalrperson of the Chamber's
Ladles Wing, expressed gratitude to evervone present at the
conclave Ladles Wing advizors Mre Reshmaben Mandlewala
and Mrs Romaben Patel, along with members Mrs Namrataben
Degal and Mrs Seernaben Makhania, Introduced the speakers
Dr Bandanaben Bhattacharya and Mrs Swatlben Shethwala
moderated the program The epeakers answered various questions
from the women and female students, clearing thelr conhisions
and providing confidence by offering guidance on education
career, business, personal development and social fzsues
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Mrs. Ankita Mulani
Motivational Speaker

F
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Mrs. Shaifali Barwal (IPS)
Deputy Commissioner of
Police - Surat

Mrs. Himani Bhuva
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Seminar on the Use of Pantone Tools for Color
Precision in the Textile Industry

The Southem Gujorat Chamber of Camrnerce and
Industry, in collaboration with Pantone organized a gpecial
seminar titled Color Predeion in Fashion and Textiles:
Leveraging Pantone Toole for Textile Innovation’ on January
9, 03 at 300 FM at Urhakant Marfatia Hall Sareana, Surat

Chamber Vice Preeldent Mr Achok JTirawala In hie
welcorme addrese noted that color cormnbination Ie o tenn
deeply woven into life He emphacized that the profound
knowledge gained b this serninar would eignificantly
benefit the textile industry

Keynote speaker Mr Sam Shalgoonkor Pantone's
South Aria reprecentative delivered a detalled precentation
on FPantone's FHI (Fachion Home + Interiore) System and
advanced digital toole

34 | ACT WITH ONE MIND

e Accuracy: He explained how there toole ensure
congetency and acouracy in colore fram the Initial design
concept to nal production

o Maorket Strategy: He mematked that while they
ueually hold programe In metro dter like Mumbai they
choee Surat ag thelr Hret tier-2 city

o Brand Impact He highlighted how major brande
effectively uiee the ‘language of eolore” to attract cuetorners
underlining the epedal Importance of chadee in the textile
pECtor

Heprovided guidance onthe challenges and solutions
for managing color while explaining the utility of varioue
Pantane toole. At the end of the serninar, an Interesting quiz
waz held and a Q&A cerclon waz also organized for the
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Mr. Ashok Jirawala,
Vice President of SGCCI

attending industrialiets and dyveing maeters in which
Mr Shalgaonkar answered varioue questione 1elated
to color shader and current eolor trende

Mr Ashish Gujarati Chalrman ofthe Chamber's
Textile Task Force and Past Precident of the Chamber,
while providing Information about the objective of
this program, etated that for Surat'e textile Industry to
survive In competition at a global level precice color
management {z indispencable

The entlre program was moderated and the
vote of thanke wae perfomned by Mr Manish Bajrang
amernberofthe Chamber = Textile Tazk Force Cnthis
occasion the Chamber's All Exhibition Chalrman Mr
Kiran Thummar aleo remained precent

Mr. Sam Shalgaonkar
Representative
Pantone’s South Asia

NRI Marriage Awareness Seminar

Jointly under the auspices of The Southemn
Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Gufarat
State WNor-Resident Gujarati Foundation (WNRGF)
anud the NRG Center operatianal at the Chamber of
Commerce Surat and in cooperation with Sarvajanik
Undversity, an NRI Marriage Awareness Seminar was
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organized on Friday. January 16 2026 at 10:00 AM at
Sarvajanik University, Surat inwhich Suprems Court
Lawyer Priti Joshi provided detailed information
regarding important precautions to voung women
wishing to marry vouths settled abroad

In this seminar, Dr Parul Vadgama, Professor
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Mr. Paresh Lathiya Dr. Parul Vadgama Advocate Priti Joshi
Group Chairman Professor and Head of the Respiratory Keynote speaker and
Chamber of Commerce Medicine Department Supreme Court Lawyer

and Head of the Respiratory Medicine Department
at the New Civil Hospital graced the poeltion of
Guest of Honor Addressing the female students
she stated that before taking the decislon to marry
a youth living abroad, it {s extremely necessary to
develop o muhaal acquaintance by taking suffclent
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time Instead of marrying immediately bazed merely
on engagement or introduction, one should meet
the youth at least twenty times and understand
his nature Ideology. and behaviar well To abtain
nformation about the youth's family members as
well asg thelr reputation and environment in the

i

R

¥
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neighborhood. ore should wisit the vouthre home
and family abroad once before marriage

She stated that first love Iz not any final
truth; often It = merely a momentary attraction
Since marriage iz on extremely important declsion
of life, Instead of glving place to emotionality,
wizsdom and maturity are necessary. After marriage
responsibilities have to be shared In the family and
married life rests on the thoughts understanding
and behavior of two dividuals, therefore orne
should not hide their expectations from the vouth
before marriage but the decislon to marry should
be taken anly with clarity and open dialogue in all
maftters

Dr Vadgama furthersald thatafter marrioge if
for any reason the relationship breaks, it {s necessary
to keep an altemative plin iIn mind regarding
education or employment beforehand eo that ane's
futre remains secure abroad, enabling one to live
lite with self-rellance thers even without anyone's
support She also adwized the young women to
pay epecial attention to thelr health and diet and
to malntain a proper diet so that life can be moved
forward confidently with physical and mental well-
belng

Chamber of Commerce Group Chalrman Mr
TFaresh Lathiya stated In hi= welcome address that
in the current digital age relationships expand very
rapidly. When that relationship results in marriage
agacquaintance develops and maturee it I necessary
to take many precautions and when the marriage
relationship {2 to be Joined with a person settled
abroad, It becomes necessary to take more foresight

Keynote speaker and Supreme Court Lawyer
Priti Joshl while addressing the students, stated that
day by day the number of those going from India
to settle abroad is Increasing and along with it
problems arising from marriage are alzo Increasing
and becanse of that sometimes complex questions
ariee In the matter of marrfages with Non-Realdent
Indians, not only Indian lawe but also private
and intermational laws associated with the morme
complex legal syetems of the respective countries
are applicable; hence the risk remains higher fnsuch
marriages

Youngwomenhave toface many problemssuch
ac language lImitations, lack of knowledge of local
police and legal syetems lack of Hnanclal assistance
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that can be obtained quickly. and lack of a place
where shelter can be obtained In times of trouble,
therefore vyoung women should marry only after
cansldering the language, food, culture, lfestyle and
home environment of the country where they wish
to marry Accurate Information about the youth one
wishes to marry muet be obtained. She advised the
voung women to take Important precautiones before
marrying abroad

She hurther stated that one should not place
blind trust In any bureau, agent broker, or mediator
for marrlage. One should not be ready to make
fraudulent documents for any reason, should not
marry by belng decefved by promizes of obtaining a
Green Card on the basis of marriage, and should not
accepta proposal to go to another country to marry
The marital statue of the person living abroad-
whether the person le eingle; divorced a widower/
widow or abandoned, etc—should be verified In
addition to this Immigration-related status type of
viza, eligibility to live abroad as husband and wite
tHnancial status, property, residential address and
family background, ete, should be verified carefully

Wr Fragnesh Lavingla, representative of the
Non-Resident Gujarat Foundation Gondhinagar
provided detalled Information about warious
activities carried out by the foundation and about
the NRG Center gperational in Surat

Sarvajanik University Provost Professor Kiran
Pandya, in hie occazional address, told the students
that marriage should not be dane as long og there
[z no complete trust Marriage abroad should be
done only after performing an analveiz of the nature
behavior, family, and neighborhood environment of
the person with whom one s to marry

Sarvajanik University In-charge Reglstrar Mr
Asghish Dezal provided detalled Information about
the undverslty as well as itz varlous activities

Chamber Group Chalrman Mr Paresh Lathiva
Introduced the Guest of Honor Mr Chetan Sheth
Co-chalrman of the NRG Center Surat gperatianal
at the Chamber, moderated the entire program and
thanked everyone present Adwvocate Paresh FParekh
a member of the NRG Center Surat introduced the
keynote speaker Keynote epeaker Lawyer Priti Joshi
gave satsfactory answers to varlous questions from
the shadents and thereafter the ssminar concluded
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Empower MSME Summit 2026 by FICCI and SGCCI
for the upliftment of MSMEs

Ve YT :
After Surat 'Empower MSME Suwmmit’ will now
be held in leading cities of the country! An effort o um
challenger intoopportunities, Interesting panel diecueelone
held on varloue eubjects with Industry experts

Light shed on things worth knowing for MSMEs
in the new labor codes, automation iz now a necesaity,
not a luxury: Emphasie on Increasing the efficiency of
MSMEs through Al and digital tools

The 'Empower MSME 2006 summit was organized
by the Chamber of Comumre ree and FICCI HR and FICCI
CMSME on Monday, January 12, 2026 at The Southem
Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry The
main theme of this summit was ‘From Challenges to
Opportunities - Future Roadmap for MSMEs (West
Chapter) * After starting with the West Chapter in Surat
this type of summit will now be held in citles of every
region.

Chamber Preafdent Mr Nikhil Madrasl etated in
his welcome address that more than 30 programs are
being held annually by the Chamber for knowledge
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enhancement Mentioning the Chamber's intemational

connections he cited thevisit to Suratand the cooperation
of top leaders from Zimbabwe and Botewana

Managing Director of Luthm Group, Mr Dhruv
Luthra sald that if one wants to see India’ s MSMEs then
Gujarats MSMEe provide a preview of them They arme
called the backbore of the Indian economy but are seen
struggling for credit In 5 years, the number of MSMEs
thatexporthas tripled Where there is industry, there Is
light

A epecial attracton of the program was the
Hreside chat with the founder of 'Rayzon Solar, Mr
Chirag MNakrand in which he presented his startup
success story Mr Prashant TS, Presldent and Head
of the Mid Corporate Group and Medium Enterprise
Group of Axis Bank spoke with him

Head of Treasury Market Sales at Axis Bank Mr
Brilech B Challl presented his perspective on the global
market by weaving in contemporary trends

Deep discussions were held on four main tracks
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(eeseions) during the panel discuesion summit on
various subjects:

| Innovatlve Frnance and Fintech: In this session,
a detailed discussion was held on how finance
fintech, and trade innowvations are transforming the
development of MSME= acrose Indla The experts were:
1 Mr Ratul Mukhopadhyay, Executive Vice President
SEG, Axis Bank 2 Mr Namesh Babuta, General Manager
and Reglonal In-charge, SIDBI 3 Mr Narendra Sharma
Directpr-Sales, WMixchange 4 Mr Indravijay Gohil Chief
Finance Offfcer Online PSE Lpane They discussed
emerging digital lending models, fintech-driven
credit access, supply chaln financing, exportenabling
platforms, and smart merchant portals that simplify
purchases and payments This conversation also shed
light on policy framewaorks, banking parmerships, and
tinancial technologies that help MSMEs strengthen
operations  expand into new markets and bulld
resflient futue-ready businessse Ma Malatl Director
at PdeewaterhouseCoopers Private Limited, moderated
the panel discussion

2 ResillentDesignand Talent Thiz ssssionexploxd
how MSMEs can strengthen people and capabilities
through inclusive practices aglle organizational design
continupus  ekilling, and modern talent acquisition
strategles Expertepeakerswee: | Mr Ramesh Seshadrd
VP of L&T-MHI Power Boilers Pvt Ltd 2 Mr Manof
Sharma, CHRO, Aart Industries 3 Dr Nirav Mandir
Chiet Human Capital and Sustainability Oftieer, Shiee
Ramkrishna Exports Private Limited 4 Mr Shantanu
Das. Senfor VP-Human Respurces, Zydus Wellness
Experts disouseed practical approaches for developing
multi-ekilled teams and adopting affordable digital
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HR tools to streamline recrultment, performance, and
workforce development This seszion was moderated by
senior corporate trainer and business growth strategist
Mr Mrunal Shukla

5 Autbmaton and AT In todaye fast-paced
business environment automation iz no longer a
luxury—it is a necessity, especially for MSMEs striving
to do more with lsss Experts present In this panel
discussion wem: 1 Me Tulika Singh, Strategle Growth
Lead, BEharat Cloud 2. Mrs Fremika Chandrasekharan,
Director-E-commierce  and Channel Management
Schnelder Electric 3 Mr Anu| Tell ChiefInformation and
Security Officer, Signet It wae moderated by Mr Vivek
Kaushal Associate Group Manager-Al Tally Solutione
Experts highlighted how MSMEs can leverage Al and
affordable tech toole to streamline core operations like
Inventory management customer service, fnance HR
and supply chain

4 New Labor Codes and Compliance: Regional PF
Commissioner of the Government of India, Mr Sanjay
Singh Gurjar, delivered the kevnote address regarding
the new labor codes and thelr Implementation He
provided interesting information specifically on what
MEMEs should know about the new labor codes

Consultant at Hindaleo Industries Limited Mr
Satish Anand, presented an industry perspective and
highlighted ground-level implementation challenges
best practices, and lessona learned from the large-scale
compllance ecosystem

Director at EY, Mr Vaibhav Kulkamd provided an
understanding of complianee measures thatMSMEs can
adopt to sustain risk reduction, complionce frameworks,
and business deve lopment

ACT WITH ONE MIND | 39



A special educational seminar on joint diseases
and their prevention-autolmmune disorders—was
organized by The Southem Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on Sunday, January 18, at
10:30 AM at Sammuddhl, Nanpura, Surat under the
Health Serfes Renowred rheumatologlsts of the
city remained present in this program and provided
health-related guldance to the people

Senior Rheumatologist Dr Bankim Desai said
thatrheumatology means the dlagnosis and treatment
of the eymptomes and illnese of theumatism-arthritis

_A i - -
Mr. Nikhil Madrasi, Dr. Bankim Desai
President of SGCCI Rheumatologist
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Awareness Seminar on Joint Pain and Autoimmune Diseases

There iz a very important difference between goutand
rtheumatoid arthritis solte diagnosis s very necessary
Through this, ite progresesion can be stopped and in
90% of cases It becomes much better Like sugar and
pressure, arthritis can be brought under control The
possibility of It pcourring in women remains higher
Rheumatism can also happen to small children He
also provided information about rtheumatic fever
He eald that the {llness of theumatold arthritis
[z an autoimmune disease ond Its complications
are also many It can affect all organs Including

%

Dr. Nishil Shah Dr. Nishant Desai
Rheumatologist Rheumatologist
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the kldneys lungs and heart He wamed that all
theumatold diseages have a direct relationehip with
smoking

Dr  Nighil 5Shah,  while rehiting the
mizconceptions prevailing among the people, =aid
that medicines are not bad the dissase {s worse
Another theumatologist Dr Nishant Desal also gave
usefil guidance to the people regarding this disease

Chamber of Commerce President Mr Nikhil
Madrasi gave the welcome address
Secretary of the

Honorary
Chamber Mr Eifal Tariwala,

Honorary Treasurer CA Mitish Modl professionals
and members remained pressnt in the seminar

Chairperson of the Chamber's Public Health
Committee, Dr Farul Vad gama, provided intormation
about thiz program The moderation of the entire
program and the wote of thanks at the end were
performed by the Co-chafrman of the Chambers
Public Health Committee, Dr Rajan Desai A Q&A
wag held at the end of the program, in which the
three medical doctors gave answers to the questions
troubling the people

Representation to State Government in Gandhinagar to
Regularize Industrial Properties Held on Possession Receipts

X

!

A delegation including Chamber Honorary Treasurer CA Mitish Modi
personally met Gujarat’s Finance and Urban Development Minister Mr.
Kanubhai Desai in Gandhinagar to present the representation.

Under the guidance of The Southern Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and Industry President Mr
Nikhil Madrasi a delegation including Honorary
Treasurer CA Mitish Modi, Group Chafrman Mr Nitin
Bhanicha and Deputy Secretary Mr Poulik Desai met
the state's Finanece and Urban Development Minister
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Mz Kanubhai Desai in person on Tuesday, January 20
2026, In Gandhinagar They presented a representation
to regularize industrial properties held on possession
receipts in Sumtand across the state

In Gujarat state, particularly in South Gujarat
Including Surat ag well as other Industrial areaz of
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the state many ndustriallsts have been mnning
industres for years Lande and propertes of many
of these Industries are being ussd on the basis of
Poseeseion Receipts Industriallsts have made large-
scale caplital Investments pn such properties to set up
tactorles, workshops godowns and other Industdal
infrastructiue. Degplte these industriesbeing operational
for yeare, Industrialists are facing mony practical and
legal difficulties due to properties based on possession
repeipts.

The Chamber of Commerce delegation
repesented that sincee the industrial propertes with
possession recelpts are not regularized, industrialists
face difficulties In obtaining loans, working capital
or financial agsistance for expansion from banks and
tinancial Instititions Additionally, due to Incomplete
property documents they face hurdles in transfer
Inheritance, re-development and in obtaining benefita
from various government schemes

In industrial cites lke Sumt many such
Industries are operational In ssctors Including Textile
Diamond, Engineering, Chemical and Food Proceseing,

which contribute significantly to the state's economy
employment generation, and exports If a polley to
regularize industrial properties held on possession
receipts Iz Implemented, Industdalists will get legal
securty, new Investments will be encouraged, and
the state’s ndustrial development will gain further
MOIER

Therefore, the Chamber requested the Flnance
and Urban Develppment Minister that a proper decision
be taken to Implement an arrangement to regularize
land and propertes based on possession recelpts acrpss
the entire state of Gujarat, including Surat under a One-
Time Regularization Polley based on fixed rules fees,
and conditions

GufarateFinance andUbanDevelopmentMinister
Mr Kanubhai Desal listened to the e presentation made
by the Chamber of Commerce very calmly and stated
that the state govemment will think seriously on this
matter and take an appropdate decision The Minister
further added that the state government iz moving in
the direction of bringing a new scheme to resolve this
diffioulty faced by industrialists across the state

Informative Seminar

An extremely Informative session on Marine
Insurance and Clalms Safeguarding Your Cargol
Securing Your Business was organized by The
Southem Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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on Marine Insurance

Essential for Cargo Security in International Trade

on January 17, 2026 at 530 PM at Ushakant Marfatia
Hall Sarsana. Surat In this seseion Mr Punit Pandya
Divieional Manager of The New India Assurance
Company Limited provided practical guidance onhow
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Mr. Bijal Jariwala,
Hon. Secretary of SGCCI

to ke cargo Inswrance, the tvpes of pollcies, and how
to simplify the claim ssttlement process In case of loss.

Chamber Honorary Secretary Mr Bijal Tariwala, in
hisweleome address stated that the Chamber organizes
more than 300 such informative and knowledge-bassd
programe in a year As Surat ia now becoming an export
hub. this program holds special importance

Keynote speaker Mr Punit Pandya said that the
govemment Iz constantly making efforts to increase
insurance penetration in the country Marine insurance
hae been prevalent since the beginning of intemational
trade Parliamenthasalso passed a special Act for marine
Insurance He also discussed ite Important provisions.

He stated that many intemational conventions
also affect it To ensure that Insurance settlements
happen easily, he emphasized the duties of the insured
and said that insurance is a contmet and "Utmost Good
Faith' {s {ts fundamental principle According to this
principle, both the person taking the nsurance and
the insurance company should not hide any important
detall from each other Specifically, it iz maondatory
for the person taking the insurance to dizsclose all oue
facts related to the risk. Providing correct information
abput the nature of the cargo, packaging, and the travel
route s part of Utmost Good Faith' If any Important
Information iz hidden, the Insurance company holds
the dght to refect the clafm.

He explained with an example that during o
eea voyage, when a major crisis comee upon the ship
the goods within It or the crew members ond If a
epecific portion of cargo ie deliberately sacrificed or an
ad ditional expense 1z incurred to save everyone from
that crisls, then that loss Iz not coneidered to belong

SAMRUDDHI | ISSUE-8 | FEBRUARY - 2026

Mr. Punit Pandya
Divisional Manager of The New India
Assurance Co. Ltd.

to only one person That lpss s shared among all
stakeholders (the ship owner and all cargo owners)
This iz called 'General Average Contribution’ If vou
have a proper marine Insurance policy, the Insurance
company pays the share that you are required to give
under 'General Average

Marine policy does not only cover the cargo
Giving the example of the 21 blockage of the Suez
Canal he explained that when a ship or cargo Is In
eeripue danger during a sea wvoyvage (e.g. the ship hits
a rock or iz about to sink due to engine fallure) the
amount paid in exchange for the services provided by
a third party or company to sawve It {3 called Salvage
Charges Salvage charges are covered in a marine
Insurance policy If you have proper Insurance the
insurance company pays these charges on your
behalf Additionally, he explained the types of marine
policies coverage, transit clauses when coverage starts
how long It continues, what will not be coversd, the
importance of epot surveys, ete

Chamber Group ChafrmanMr Nirav Mandlewala
provided an explanation of the Importance of marine
nsurance In today's global trade and the objective of
the program

The moderation of the entite program
Introduction of the speaker, and the vote of thankes were
performed by Mr Mehronosh Todiwala, Chalrman of
the Chambers Insurance Committee On this occasion,
the Chambere All Exhibitions Chalrman Mr Kiran
Thummar induetrialists. exporters, agents, surveyors,
and members of the Chamber remained present and
obtained information about marine insurance through
a QA session
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Surat ke Sitare: Young Entrepreneurs of Surat Who
Shone in Shark Tank India Shared Success Stories

Ingpirng guidanece from young entrepeEneurs on
brand building, handraising and innowvation in the ed-
tech sector

The Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and
Industry organized o epedal eescion titled Shark Tank:
Surat ke Sitam’ (Stare of Surat) on Tuesday, January 20
026 at Sanhat Sareana Surat This program featured
startup foundere fromm Surat who have brought pidde to
the city on a national platform like Shark Tank India.

Chamber Honorary Secretary Mr Bljal Jadwala, in

Mr. Bijal Jariwala,
Hon, Secretary of SGCCI

Mr. Anand Nahar,
Co-founder of ZORKO
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hiz welcome addmees stated that thece young stars have
realized thelr dreame and given a natlonal {dentty to
local ideas

Mr Anand Nahar co-founder of ZORKO, which
rapidly established over 400 outlets in 175 citler ncmee 24
stater Inthe fast-food-veg regment, eaid that their joumey
began fram Veeu during COVID and they started ottering
tranchices He noted that if one wante to hire good people,
a good package must be offered Along with machinery
one muet alzo epend onmanpower He provided guldarnce

= 29 © 6 E

Mr. Yash Tarwadi Mr. Anurag Sundarka
Solance Energy The ed-tech startup
Zebra Learn
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on how to build a scalable caneumer brand

Mr Yash Tarwadi, who started the eolar etartup
Solance Energy due to being a chemical engineer by
profession and seneitive to [eeues like climate change, eaid
that ecalability {e the moet Important vertical of a startup
Returnon Inveetment iz important; they launched an app
and tied up with brands.

Mr Anurag Sundarka who started the ed-tech
startup Zebra Leamin the Citylight area, epoke about how
he tumed the initial failure of hie firet book into success
He remarked that even though they provide booke,
Vieual Frot ie thelr pdordty They emphasize quallty in
educaton and alm to provide Visual Firet' versione of

read bocke In the coming vears

Chamber Group Chaloman Mr Kamlesh Gajera set
the stage regarding the riee of Surat'e entrepreneurs on
the national platform In the second phase of the program,
an interactive parel diecuselon and Q&A eescion were
held, moderated by Mr Rakesh Doshi, Chaimnan of the
Entrepreneur Developrment Comumittee

All three speakere discuseed vadous challenges
and provided guldance toward achieving succese The
modemtion of the entire program and the vote of thanke
wer perfommed by committee member Mr Ashiag
Kalkattawala: Chamber memberr and young startup
enthusiasts from Surmat rernained prezent on this oceasion

SGCCI Submitted 15 Vital Proposals to Central
Government for Pre-Budget Memorandum

Wr WikhilMadrasi Presidentof The Soiithem
Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(3GCCI), said that the Chamber had submitted 15
high-priority proposals touching upon the trade
and Industry of Surat and South Gujarat for the
Pre-Budget Memorandium

Key Policy and Income Tax Proposals

1 Issuiance of Clarificatory 50Ps by CBDT In
view of various High Court judgments, the CBDT
should issue clarificatory SOPs, similar to the REL
to reduce disputes During the implementation of
the Income Tax Act over the last few years, varions
judgments have been delivered by Jdifferent High
Courts Due to such judgments, it becomes ditricult
for Assessing Officers working at the field level
to ensure jniform and proper implementation
of the law Consequently, Jdifferent taxpayers are
treated differently in similar situations leading to
dissatisfaction among taxpayers and widespread
disputes; this Jemand has been made for this
reason Clariticatory SOPs are periodically issned
by the RBI while regulating the banking and
financial sectors so that uniform implementation
ocoirs at the field level and regnlatory tmcertainty
iz removed Similarly itisextremely necessary that
a practice be Jdeveloped by the CBDT to analyze
importantHigh Court judgments with widespread
impact and issue clarificatory S5OPs ntil a
tinal decision is reached by the Supreme Court
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Through such SOPs, matters such as which issues
to appeal which disputes not to pursue further,
and 1nder which circuumstances to provide reliet
to the taxpayer can become clear Consequently,
Lnecessary  appeals, repetitive litigation, and
time and cost for both the government and the
taxpayer can be saved Furthermore, it will help in
realistically achieving the government's objectives
siwch as "Ease of Doing Business” and a Non-
Adversarial Tax Regime”

2 System of Block Assessment Instead
of separate scrutinies every year, a method of
conducting assessment for a block of 2-3 vears
should be implemented, following intemational
practice  Currently, becanse szeparate acniting
agsessments are conduicted every yvear in the income
tax gyatem, the same types of issues are raised
repeatedly, cansing an unnecesgary administrative
buirden on both taxpayers and tax administration
Due to contimuions scrutiny, business certainty
decreases and compliance pressure  remains
on taxpayers for a long tme On this issue, the
judgment recently delivered by the Delhi High
Court regarding Prarmoy Roy and Radhika Roy
(NDTV) is significant

At the intermma tional level, in many developed
countries, a method of conduicting assessment for
a block of 2 to 2 years Iz adopted, In which the
taxpayer's income, expenses, and compliance are
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reviewed together. With such a method, repetitive
investigations on the same issues are avoided, the
time of tax otticers is saved, and the entire process
becomes more efficient

By implementing block assessment the
taxpayer will get long-term clarity and stability,
and the objectives of Ease of Doing Business”
will gain momenhum  Simultaneously, quality
assessment and a reduction in disputes will also
be possible tor the tax administration

3 Separate Assessment for Transter
Pricing Separate assessment processes should be
adopted for Transfer Pricing and Non-Transter
Pricing. Issues of transter pricing are extremely
technical based on intemational standards, and
demand specialized knowledge, whereas non-
transter pricing assessment is limited to general
income tax issues Because both are taken in the
same assessment process, time {5 wasted and
unnecessary  Jdisputes arise By amanging for
separate assessment and specialized officers for
transter pricing, the process will become more
etticient and quality-oriented; hence the taxpayer
will receive timely conclhusions and there will be a
significant reduction in long-term litigation

4 Effective Implementation of Section 158AB
In cases where identical issues are pending in
the Supreme Court, appeals should not be made
and the practice of Protective Assessment shoild
be adopted The purpose of Section 158AE of the
Income Tax Actis to avold repetitive appeals when
the same legal issue iz pending in the Supreme
Court Practically, this provision is not sufticiently
implemented at the tield level which increases
lwmecessary litigation By adopting protective
asgessment in such cases, the Sovernment’'s
interests will also be protected and the taxpayer
will not have to be dragged through the appeal
process for a long time Consequently, significant
savings in judicial time administrative resoirces
and costs will be possible

5 Validity of Claims Made Through Revised
Retirn Claims made through a Revised Rehum
should not be congsidered invalid by making
amendments to the Act

6  Re-implementation of Clariticatory
Provision - Brief Analysis Ciurently, it is observed
that re-assessment fs started again on the same
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issues that are under consideration in appeal
reference, or revision, cansing double proceedings
and vnnecessary Jdisputes Sucha practice Jamages
the faimess and certainty of the tax system If the
clariticatory provision is re-implemented, 1miform
implementationatthefieldlevelwillbe possible and
excessive litigation will be avoided Additionally,
giving at least 15 days of ime to respond to a show-
canse notice issued for reopening an assessment
will give the taxpayer a fair opportunity tor proper
preparation and effective responge This reform
will realize the objective of a "Non-Adversarial Tax
Regime” and increase trnist between the taxpayer
and the administration

7 Deadline for Filing Retiirns Until March 31
The Jeadline for tiling Revised and Belated Retiims
should be kept available vntil March 24

§ Deadline tor Rehmd and Additional
Interest Rate Refiunds should be given within 20
days, and a provision should be made to pay 9%
anrnial interest if a delay ocours

9 Deduction of Prior Period Expenses In
biiginess transactions, many times some expenses,
Jdespite being related to the previous vear occur
in the cirent year becanze thelr determination or
bill is received late. According to the current legal
statiis, such expenses are rejected for technical
reasons, due to which the taxpaver has to bear the
biirden of paying more tax than the actial protit By
allowing genuine and business-related expenses of
a prior period as a deducton in the cirrent year
under Section 37(1), proper income caleudation will
be possible. Consequently, vnnecessary dispuites
will decrease and consistency between accounting
and taxation will increase Additionally, taxpavers
will not have to go into the appeal process, and
voluntary compliance will be enconraged

10. Set-otf of Clear Business Loss Set-0ff of
buisiness logs iinder Section sAD should be allowed
against the profits of another buginess.

11 Reliet tor MSME and Micro Enterprises
The tumover limit of the Presumptive Taxation
scheme tor micro-enterprises should be increased
trom Re 2 crore to Rs 10 crore

1z Simplification of TDS Rates To redice
disputes cansed by varions TDS rates, the TDS
glabs should be limited to only 3

13 Abolishing Section 1©4Q for GST/BzB
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Transactiomes TDS under Section 194l for B2B
transactions and those coming under GST should
be completely abolished

14 Allow for Carry Forward of Losses
for Startups registered with DPIOT and those
established in the form of an LLP should be
allowed the carry forward and set-off of losses as
per Section 79

15. Relaxation in Conditions for Updated
Retirn The strict conditions for filing an Updated
Retirnimnder Section 139(8A) should be relaxed

Textile Issues

1 A representation has been made to make
the import duty zero an basic textile raw materials
PTA and MEG

2 A representation has been made to make
the import duty zero on MMF Yam (Polyester)

3 A representation has been made to reduce
the Basic Customs Duty on Silk Yam (HSN Code
s002)

4 A demand for 1000 crore has been made for
the TTDS scheme or the new A-TUFS scheme.

5 Cuuarently thereisno scheme forestablishing
a Center of Excellence; in such circiumstances a
Jdemand of at least 100 crore has been made for a
Center of Excellence.

& A Jdemand for 50 crore has been made for
old textile schemes siich as the Yarmn Bank Scheme
and Group Workshed Scheme

7 A Jdemand for 500 crore has been made for
Sustainable Marmufachiring in Textiles

§ A Jemand has been made to increase the
CFA [Central Financial Assistant) limit to 50 crore
In the MSECDP scheme for MSMEs

g Traders should be added to the definition
of Micro and Small Enterprises in such a way that
they can get the benefit of Section 43 (BI(H) of the
Income Tax

10 A PLI Scheme should be provided to
MSMEs for making import substitiute products,
In which the investment threshold limit iz also
revised according to the Jdetinition of MSME

11 A Special Incentive Scheme should be
announced tor MSMEs to carry out product
development and Research and Development

12 The Specialty Chemical sector should be
given Infrastrichure status and the benefit of bank
credit should be provided accordingly

To reduce logistic costs, a special hind shonld
be allocated tor the development of Domestic and
Intermational Air Cargo at various places in the
country

Special Session on Inbound Tourism Opportunities and Growth in Gujarat

=
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rn Gujarat

By Die, Mardbn Saquily

Dr. Madhu Gopalan
Managing Director of ‘Never Before Holidays’

The Southem Gufarat Chamber of Commierce
and Industry (SGCCI) organized an important session
titled Inbound Tourlam: Opportunities Strategy, and
Growth on Tuesday, Jamuary 20 z02s at Samruddhi
Nanpura The seselon provided guldance on how to
develop nbound tourfam in Gujarat

Keynote speaker Dr Madhu Gopalan Managing
Director of 'Never Before Holidaye' stated that
[mmenss opportunities exist for Imbound tourlsm
In Gujarat He emphasized that to attract the large
number of NRGa living abroad and other foreign
tourists:

e Digital Presence: The firat necessity g a high-
quality, informative website

eBranding: Foous must remain on strong
destination branding and the promotion of local
culture through Intemational marketing

Gujarat e Tourism Assets He noted that Gujarat
poseesses all the elements required for world-class
tou rismy

e Key Attractions Statue of Unity, religious sites
like Dwarka wildlite ond sanctuaries including the
Asiatic Lion, the Rann of Kutch, and a vast coastline
The etate offers
[nfrastructure, safety, and herltage sites

e [nfrastnicture: excellent
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Target Markets and Action Plan Dr. Gopalan
urged stakeholders to target hot Inbound markets
puch as Burppe, America, Canada, Japan, and the
Middle East He stressed the importance of product
development strategles, including festival tourlsm
and dedicated inbound circuits.

Chamber Group Chafrman Mr Sanjeev Gandhi
stated in his welcome address that this session would
provide an understanding ofhow to increase inbound
business: He Introduced the speaker

Chairman of the Chamber's Hospitality, Tours
and Travels Committee, Mr Vinesh Shah provided
information about the objective of this program and
current trende in the touriam industry Explaining the
difference between inbound, outbound, and domestic
tourism he sald that foreign nationals coming to
pur place Iz nbound Tourfam Mr Vinesh Shah aleo
performed the vote of thanks

Ma Aghita Jarlwala a member of the Hoapltality,
Tours and Travels Committee moderated the entire
program A Q&A session wag held at the end of
the seminar On thie occaslon, Co-chafrman of the
Hospitality, Tours and Travels Comumitiee Mr Ashish
Shah, travel agents of Surat and leaders associated
with this feld remalned present
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A epecial seselon on the subject of 'Imp ortance
of Yoga In the 21t Century’ was grganized by The
Southem GufaratChamberof Commeree and Industry
on Tuesday, JTanuary 20, 2026, at 400 PM at Samruddhi
MNanpura

Mr Vijay Viradiva of 'Real Life Yoga' as the
keynote speaker while providing guidance with yoga
experiments said that ypga s necessary for mental
peace Balance vour food. exercise
and sleep, and your health will be
good. Yoga plays an important role
In balancing the thmee elements:
Vata Pitta. and Kapha (Vayu). Food,
meaning diet should be balanced
People belleve disting means losing
welght but in reallty, diet means
nutritipus food He advissd people to
become 'Mitaharl (moderate eaters)
and to take food according to the
Eeason

He sald that our body Iz made .
of five elements There are 5 points
to being healthy: the first point is
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Special Session on the Importance of Yoga in the 21st Century

Mr. Vijay Viradiya
‘Real Life Yoga'

|

that the stomach should be In, digestion should be
proper. one should get deep sleep. feet should be
warn, the stomach soft and the head cool and one
should lwve with stress-free joy He said that sitting on
a chair fora long time alsp puts pressure on the heart
He provided practical guldance on how voga can
provide protection against the challenges of the 218t
century such as mental stress, Insomnia, and diseasss
coused by a sedentary lifestyle
He emphasized Including Asanas,
Suryanamaskar,  Pranayama  and
meditation In daily life

Co-chairman of the Chambers
AYUSH Committee, Dr Nipesh
Patel gave the welcome addrese and
provided the outline of the program He
gave Information about the activities
carrfed out by the committee AYUSH
Committee member Mes Jayshree Patel
introduced the keynote speaker In
the QéA session held at the end of
the eeminar people presented thelr
confusions regard ing yoga practice
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Surat’s Entrepreneurs Reach the Top by Learning
Whatever Task They Take On; | Am Taking This Lesson
From Surat and Will Advise My Children to Live Life
with Such an Attitude: Mrs. Shalini Agarwal

A heartfelt farewell ceremony was organized
by the Chamber tor Mre Shalini Agarwal Municipal
Commissioner of Surat Municipal Corporation

Chamber office-bearre presented a citation to
Mra Shalini Agarwal expressing gratitude for her
services and extend ing best wishes for her new tenure

A prestigious farewell ceremony was organized
by The Southemn Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and
Industry on Sunday, January 25, 2005,
at 1030 AM at Samruddhi Nanpura,
Surat, following the transfer of
Surat Municipal Commissioner WMra
Shalinl Agarwal (IAS) as the Chief
of Gujarat Ura Vikas Nigam Ltd.
in Vadodara On this occasion the
Chamber of Commerce presented her
with a cltation, noting her significant
contribution to the city's development

During the ceremony. the
Chamber expresed gratitude by
draping a shawl and presenting a
citation, wishing her success in her
new role
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Mrs. Shalini Agarwal
(IAS)

Chamber Preasident Mr Nikhil Madrasl Viee
Mr  Ashok TJirawala Immediate Past
Presldent Mr Vijay Mewawala, Honorary Secretary
Mr. Bijal TJariwala Honorary Treasurer CA Mitish
Mod{ along with past presidentaMr B 5. Agarwal, Mr
Rajendra Chokhawala and Mr Ashok Shah and Group
Chairman Mr Dharmesh Vanlyawala, prajssd the
developmental worke, decision-making process and
citizen-centric approach durdng her
tenure  They specifically mentioned

President

Surat's progress In cleanliness, urban
Infrastructure, digital governance, and
public services under her leadership
The Chamber leaders stated
that Mre Shalini Agarwal provided
a new direction to the city’'s pverall
development by establishing positive
coordination between the government
administration and the Industry
world Her working style reflected
both fHromess and human sensitivity,
proving highly beneficial for Surat
Addressby Mre Shalini Agarwal
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Recalling herexperfences with Surat Mre Shalini
Agarwal stated that it Iz a specialty of the Gujarat
Government that [AS officers are given opportunites
based on merlt and performance Having worked as
a Collector in four to five districtz and as a Municipal
Commissioner in two corporations, she noted that she
now has the opportunity to manage the power and
energy sector for the entire state of Gujarat She noted
that pnly in Gujarat can a female TAS pfficer receive
such an opportunity

Stating that all the awards Surat has received
during the last three years belong to the citizens
and that ‘we officials only go to accept them” che
dedicated all the awards to the public She mentioned
that Surat has received all these awarde due to public
participation, a positive attitude, and wisfon. Surat fa a
Global City, and Intermatonal exposure Is seen among
the people of Surat

She sald that Surat city iz also leading In TP
(Town Planning) Implementation across the whole of
India. Creating a development plan for a TP Is the most
diffieult task, but in Surat TPz are made very easily,
approved, and thelr Implementation also happens
easily due to which facllities like roads BRTS. service
lines footpaths green corddors flyover bridges
gardens public health centers and schools can be
made easlly

Suratcity iz a living model of how a city can take
a leap forward when the people the administrative

wing and the elective wing are all at the same table An
Economic Development Plan has been created in Surat,
for which she has been appointed as the Nodal Officer
for South Gujarat; therefore, stating thatshe will re main

in constant contact with the Chamber of Commerce
even after her transfer from Surat she requested the
Chamber to cooperate for the implementation ot the
Economic Develo pment Flan

She sald that che received a great opportunity
to leam In every feld Including climate flood,
infrastructure, social
mentioned that everyone In Surat possesses a wealth

and infrastructure  She
of knowledge and she had the chance to leam a lot
from their experlences, which also increased her own
knowledge In Surat with a population ofss lakh, the
Municipal Corporation's budget e 10000 crore She
added that when citles progress the country's GDT
will alsp Increase

Mrs Shalinl Agarwal further added that [f one
has practical experlence and the guts for businesg
then degrees and such things do not matter What
matters is your attitude toward life and how much
of an attitude you have for taking risks and starting
new Initiatives The people of Surat go to other cities
and countrles to conduct research and then start
companies in Surat to provide employment to others
Onee the entrepreneurs of Surat take on a task, they
reach the top by leaming it; I am taking this lesson
with me from Surat and will advise my children to
live with such an attifude

She further added thatshe had the opportunity to
work on many iconie projects such as the Metro, Bullet
Train, and MMTH (Multi-Modal Transport Hub) Since
the people of Surat travel their exposure Increases
and they also get to leamn a lot She further stated that
personally too, she Iz leaving having leamed a great
deal from the citizens of Surat
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As part ot the Health Serfes The Southem Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and Industry organized an
awareness seselon on the cruclal topics of Cancer and
Organ Transplantation’ on Sunday, January 25 2me, at
10:20 AM at Samruddhi Nanpura, Surat In this session,
experienced and prestigious doctors from the health
sector provided Important nformation and guldance
to the attendees

Dr Mahendra Khanpara (MS DrNB - Onco
Surgery) remained present as the frst speaker of this
s2sgion Providing information on 'Prevention iz Better
than Cure’, he stated thatan Increase In cancer cases {2
being seen in today's times due to changes In lifestyle
He provided an explanation regarding risk factors
such as tobacco consumption, unbalanced diet, lack of
exercise. and stress Simultaneously he emphasized
that cancer can be prevented to a greatextent through
regular health check-ups identification of early
symptome, and timely treatment

Thereafter. as the second speaker Dr Niket

Awareness Session on Cancer and Organ Transplantation

Shah (M5 MCh - GI & HPFE Liver Transplant
Surgeon) gave detailed Information regarding 'Organ
Transplant - Facts and Myths He dispelled the
prevailing misconceptions in soclety regarding organ
traneplantation and provided an explanation of Its
sclentific facts In elmple language. He stated thatorgan
donation and organ transplantaton provide a new
direction and new hope to the lives of many patients
At the same time he emphasized the necessity of
Increasing awamneoe regarding organ donation

During this awareness seseion, the attendees
actively partcipated In a Q&A session with both
speakers and obtained resplutions for many health-
related doubte This session organized by the Chamber
recefved an excellent respones from the present
members and citizens

Chamber of Commerce Group Chairman Mr
Rokesh Gondhi gawve the outline of the program Co-
chalrman of the Chamber's Public Health Committee,
Dr Rajan Desal moderated the entire program

Dr. Mahendra Khanpara
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Dr. Niket Shah
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Celebration of the 77th Republic Day

The SGCCI's office-bearers 1
and past presidents honored \n\
former Chamber President | "'f!h\
and Founder of Donate Life,
Mr. Nilesh Mandlewala, for
receiving the Padma Shri Award

The Southern Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Industry organlzed a flag-
unfurling ceremony on the occasion of the 77th
Republlc Day on Januaory 26 2026 at the Surat
International Exhibition and Convention Centre
[n Barsana

Chamber President Mr Nikhil
Madrasl extended Republic Day greetings
to the present office-be arers, past presidents
eroup chairmen, membersof the managing
committee members of the Ladies Wing
and Women Entrepreneur Cell Chamber
members. exhibitors wisitors, statf and all
citizens of the country

Chamber Vice President Mr. Ashok
Jirawala expressed gratitude to everyone
present at the flag-hoisting ceremony and
wished them a Happy Republic Day

On  this pecasfon, the Deputy
Minister of Industry and Commerce of
Zimbabwe Mr Raf Modl and guests from
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countries Including Botswana, Ghana Afghanistan,  office-bearers and past presidents congratulated Mr
and Ethiopia remalned present Nilesh Bhai

Mr HNilesh Mandlewala a former President Chamber Honorary Secretary Mr Bifal JTarfwala,
of the Chamber and Founder of Donate Life who  Honorary Treasurer CA Mitish Modf along with past
brought pride to Surat across the country by receiving  presidents members, and staff employees exchanged
the Padma Shrd Award, wae honored The Chambers  Republic Day greetings with each other
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‘Youth Conclave 2026’ by SGCCI and
Turning Point Community

Writing, reading and contemplation are essential
for success; goals should be setwith complete clarity
and given the highest priprity; Dr Manof Kumar

Degrees maks leaders Dbut
leadership develops only after passing through
numerous challenges and difficulties, values bulld
culture, culture shapes character, and character builds

do not trie

Dr. Manojkumar

Mr. Aditya Bhatt

Ex. Vice President of Intas

Pharma Co.
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personality: Mr Nirmal Parekh

Youth Conclave 2028 was organized by The
Southem Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry
In collabpration with the Tuming Point Community
on Satirday, JTanuary 31, 2026 at 1:00 PM at Platinum
Hall, Sarsana, Surat Dr Mano] Kumar, Executive Vice
President of Intas Pharmaceuticals Ltd attended as

& _© ¢

Mr. Nirmal Parekh Dr.ChetanShah
Corporate & Chairman & MD of
Management Consultant Solex Energy Ltd.

ACT WITH ONE MIND | 55



[—.— —_ I
a= e B -
r |l e

Dr. Monica Sharma addressing the youth
during the panel discussion

the Guest of Honor, and Mr Nirmal Parekh Corporate
Trainer and Management Consultant provided
giidance as the expert speaker on the importance
of leadership skills, compwnication, and decision-
making.

Chamber President Mr Nikhil Madrasi in his
welcome address stated that the theme of the Youth
Conclave was 'Igniting [deas - Shaping Leaders -
Building the Natlon' Its primary obfective wasz to
develop iInnovative thinking, leadership capacity,
and a senss of responsibility toward natlon-building
among the youth He added that the country's future
depends on the thoughts and values ot its youth

Executive Vice PresidentofIntasPharmaceuticals
Ltd. Dr Mano| Kumar. who graced the position as the
Guest of Honor in the conclave, while addressing the
youth and students sald that writing, reading and
contemplation are extremely essentinl for success
One‘s lfe goal should be determined with complete
clarlty and glven the highest priority Explaining the
Importance of the Power of Repetition, he said that
any goal can be achleved by repeating it in the mind
many times and through constant efforts He advised
the youth that it would be more appropriate and
practical to move forword only after understanding
whether there iz a demand In the market for the fleld
you have a pagsion for and whether economic value
can be obtained in exchange for it

Ag an expert speaker, corporate trainer and
management conoultant Mr Nirmal Parekh, in his
address, provided guldance to the youth regarding
the importance of leadership skills, communication
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Mr. Manav Phillips addressing the youth
during the panel discussion

and declsion-making He emphasized the Importance
of discipline a spirit of continuous leaming, and moral
values for success in life He stated that no person
becomes a leader Just by obtaining a degmee but true
leadership developsin them only after pasaing through
numerous challenges struggles, and difffculties A
leaders primary [ob Isnot just to advance the meelves
but to properly guide coordinate and manage the
people nseociated with them

He further stated thateultnre [sbuilt from values,
culture shapescharacter, and personality iz molded by
character Every person leams from situations in life,
and thatexperience iteelf becomes the true teacher To
develop leadership, It [ necessary for a person to set
acide their ego and focus on the learning process with
complete concentration, because only a person with a
readiness to leam can become a true leader

Chairman and Managing Director of Solex
Energy Limited, Dr Chetan Shah, provided guldance
to the youth mgarding the resolve of Triple D' He
stated that whether in life or business to achlewve
success, it {5 first necessary to have the courage to
Dream’, meaning to see big dreams To realize these
dreams, Dare’ meaning the courage to stand before
challenges and the readiness to take risks becomes
necessary Thereafter to transform these dreams into
reallty, It Iz essental to 'Deliver, meaning to work
with constanthard work, discipline, and commitment
This Triple D formula shows a strong path to success
in life

A technical session wae held in the conclave
which wae moderated by Mr Meet Desal In this
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seoslon the Founder of Tuming Point Community
Mr Aditya Bhatt, provided guldance to the youth
regarding personal growth, focus, and a positive
outlook

Youth Projects Coordinator of the New Delhl-

based Russian House, Ms Anastasia Iyushina
provided Information regarding youth profects at
the intemational level cultural exchange and global
opportunities

Youth Conclave Chalrman Mr Tanmay Tiwari
provided information regarding the conclave At the
end of the program Vice Precldent of the Tuming
Point Communlity, Kavya Choksl expresssd gratitude
to everyone present The conclave was moderated
by Mr Yuvral Singh Ms Vithika Mishra gave the
concluding remarke

A ponel discussion focused on the educational
sector was organized under the Youth Conclave As
panelists in this discussion, Dr Deepak Rajyaguru
(Founder and Chairman - Vibrant Group of Schools
Surat), Dr Monika Sharma (Principal - Nanduba
English Academy Suratl Dr Mita Vakil (Principal

o MR

SAMRUDDHI | ISSUE-8 | FEBRUARY - 2026

- Bhulka Vihar School, Surat] and Ms Mary Hevle
(Director, Coach, Vadodara) presented
[mportant views regarding the hollstic development
of youth, changing trends in education and career
guldance The panel discussion waes managed by
Me Sarah while Mr Vyom Shah played the role of
moderator

A debate wae aleo organized to dewvelop the
thinking power and oratorlcal skills of the youth
Ag debaters My Shiv Tani Mr Vangh Mulchandani
We Hetvi Karfa, and Mr Ayvuch Rao Impreszed the
audience by presenting their views This debate was

Career

managed by Mr Farshaz Darayas Master Mr Manav
Phillips played the role of moderator

At the final stage of the program, Ms Riddhli
Gaur gave the closing Introduction, followed by
a Leadership Pledge taken under the guldance of
Mr Dev Babani in which the youth resolved to be
committed to meponeible leadership and nation-
building. It isnoteworthy that this Youth Conclave 202
proved to be a powerful platform for ideas dialogue,
and leadership for the youth
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Effort to Empower Surat’s MSMEs through IPR;
Intellectual Property Awareness Program for
MSMEs Orgamzed bv SETU Foundatlon and SGCCI
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A pne-day Intellectual TProperty Awareness
Program was successfully organized by the SETU
Foundation and The Southem Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on Wednesday Tanuary 28,
2 at 10030 AM at Ushakant Marfatia Hall, Sarsana
Surat under the IPR (Intellectual Property Rights)
component of the MSME Innovative Scheme of the
Ministry of MSME. The theme of the program was
Empowering Surat MSMEs through Intellectual
Property Righta”

Chafrman of SETU Foundation and former
Precident of SGCCI Mr Hetal Mehta stated In his
welcome address that In today's competitive global
era It has become extremely necessary for MSME
industries to protect their Innovative [deas brands

1 I\J“ L

Mr, Hetal Mehta Vijaya Maheshwari
Chairman of SETU IPFC Head CS.
Foundation
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designe, and technology With proper understanding
and implementation of IPR. MSMEs can achieve
sustainable development in the long mun

SGCCI President Wr Nikhil Madrasi stated
that Surat {2 known as an Industrial eity, and ralsing
awareness among local MSME entre preneurs about
Intellectual Property Rights [z the need of the hour
SGCCI iz always committed to providing guidance
and policy support to industries

Head of IFFC at SETU Foundation CS Vifaya
Maheshwarl detafled presentation  She
provided information regarding Patents Trademarks
Copyrights, Design Registration, as well ag IPR related
subeldies and assistance schemes awvallable through
the Minlstry of MSME She also explained how the

gave a

Dr. Anil Sarawagi
IP Expert

Dr. Pankaj Gandhi
IP Expert
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[PEC can be useful for MSMEs

IP expert Dr Anil Sarawagl In hiz address, shed
light on the practical aspects of Intellectual Property
Rightz He advised entrepreneurs to view IPR not as
an expense but as an investment and explained the
benefits of IP protection through various examples

IP expert Dr Panka] Gandhi while explaining
the strategic Importance of [PR for MSMEs, gaid that
Innovation and the protecton of Intellectual property
are extremely essential for the value addition of the
Industry He explained the process of IF flling in
slmple language

Director of SETU Foundation and member
of the SGCCI Managing Committee, Mr Fankaf

Trivedi expressed gratitude to the entrepreneurs
professionals, and collaborating organizations present
at the program

The entire program was moderated by S5GCCI
Group Chairman Mr. Paresh Lathlya

Chamber Group Chalrman and SETU Foundation
Director Mr Mayank Dalal Chamber Managing
Committee member and SETU Foundation Director
Mr Pradeep Patel entrepreneurs ond professionals
remained present in the program Through this
program, MSME entepreneurs opf Surat gained
practical knowledge regarding Intellectual Property
Rights, which became useful for them to make thelr
businesses stronger and competitive at a global level

Awareness Session on Cyber Security for MSMEs
and Large Enterprises
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An important awaeness serelon on the subject of
‘Cyber Secudty & Cyber Reslllence Framewodk (CSCRE)
was organized by The Southern Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Induetry on Friday, January 2 2 at
5:0 PM at 5PB Hall Sanhatl Sarsana. Surat The seecion
almed to make MSME a8 well a2 large Industdes alert
and empowered against Increasing cyber threats Expert
speaker Mr Chetanelngh Pammar, Chisf Infbmmation
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Secudty Officer (CISO) of Acutas Chemicale Ltd. shed
light on important {zeues elated to Cyber Secudty
Chamber Precident IMr Nikhil Madrasi stated in his
welcome addiees that In the digital age Cyber Security
for businese {2 not Juet an IT eubject. but a responeibility
of the entire organization. Cyber attacke are becaming a
serdous challenge for MSME as well ae large enterprizes
and proper awarensze and prepartion egarding this are
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Mr. Nikhil Madrasi,
President of SGCCI
extEmely szeential
Expert egpeaker Mr Chetanelngh Pammar, Chief
Information Securdty Officer (CISO) of Acutas Chemicals
Ltd, ched light on [mportant paointe related to Cyber
Secudty. He etated that cyber-attacks such as phishing
ranzomware, and data leakage can cauce serious damage
to induetries ranging from MSME to large enterprizes
Emphasizing Cyber Reellience he eaid that secudty alone
{e not enpugh. but the preparation to keep the business
running contdnuouely after a cyberattack {e equally

Necessary

He further etated that through CSCRY, Industries
can develop the capability to restore operatone quickly
during a cdeie, along with protection fram cyber-attacks
He provided a detailed explanation of the implementation

Che
Industries
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For more Detalls, Contact: +91 90236 77452

Mr. Chetansingh Parma, Chief information
Security Officer (CISO) of Acutas Chemicals Ltd.

of C5CRF in elmple language using realworld examples.

Chamber Honorary Treasurer CA Mitish Modi,
entrepreneure. and profeseionale remained present at
the proogram Through this sesslon, MSME and large
enterprizes recelved important information regarding the
Cyber Security & Cyber Resllience Framewoik (CSCREF)
which proved ueetul to them in maoking their digital
buelneszes more eecure and mbust

Chamber Group Chaipnan Mr Deepak Kumnar
Shethwala Introduced the keynote speaker Chainman of
the Chambers Cyber Secuurlty Committee Dr Chintan
Pathak, pmovided detalled Information regarding the
pogram. Meanwhile, Adwvizor to the Cyber Security
Comumnittes. Dr Snehal Vokilna moderated the entire
program.
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THE SOUTHERN GUJARAT CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY

(BUSINESS VOICE OF SOUTH GUIARAT SINCE 1940)
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SPECIAL

10% DISCOUNT
FOR SGCCI
MEMBERS ONLY

SGCCI

THE SOUTHERN GUJARAT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
SGCCI EDUCATION & SKILL DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
GLOBAL FABRIC RESOURCE & RESEARCH CENTRE

SHORT TERM COURSES FOR ENTREPRENEURS

Master Class of Export Import Textile @ A GLANCE
Enhanced Digital Marketing Modern Yarn Preparatory
Stock Market Trading Course Fabric Identification

Concept of Mutual Funds Modern Weaving Technology

Office Automation with Google Workspace | Dobby & Jacquard Designing

Basic Microsoft Excel Fabric Processing

Advanced Ms Excel Technical Textile

Business Accounting Garment Manufacturing

Accountant with Taxation Circular Knitting

(" MORE DETAILS CONTACT

Mr. Kirtan Mehta (M) +91 72111 73123
Venue: SGCCI, Samruddhi Building, Nanpura, Surat.
(E) education@sgcci.in (W) www.sgccei.in




THE SOUTHERN GUJARAT CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(BUSINESS VOICE OF SOUTH GUJARAT SINCE 1940)

UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS FOR THE YEAR 2025-26
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