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SGCCI stands as an unbreakable shield amid
Surat’s severe deluge: 247 emergency helpline,
flood relief loans, and a roadmap to 3X growth
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President’s Message

FROM OATH TO EXECUTION:
A SHIELD AGAINST FLOODS &
ERA OF INDUSTRIAL GROWTH!

€€ ‘During Surat’s severe deluge, SGCCI proactively
stood by affected traders to secure 7% interest
subventions and waive photo-video proof
requirements for flood relief loans.”

Dear Industrial Fraternity &
Entrepreneurial Colleagues,

July 2026 has been a watershed month in the
history of The Southern Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (SGCCI), characterized
by historic policy victories and the swift execution
of core inauguration commitments, It fills me with
immense pride to present ground-level achievements
that directly impact your enterprise growth,

During the severe deluge and flood crisis
that hit Surat and South Gujarat recently, SGCCI
mobilized immediate relief measures. Following
the dedicated relief package announced by the
Government of Gujarat under the 'Surat Flood
Relief Scheme'—which offers a 7% interest
subvention on loans up to 30 Lakhs—SGCCI
actively coordinated with the District Industries
Centre (DIC) and leading bankers to ensure
seamless ground-level execution, Furthermore,
through our follow-ups, a major waiver was
secured allowing official damage assessment
certificates issued by SGCCI or trade associations
to serve as valid proof in the absence of photos
or videos.To continuously safeguard our industrial
units during catastrophic emergencies or fire
crisis, we officially launched the ‘SGCCI Udyog

Ashok Jirawala
President

Sathi 24 * 7 helpline (7211173108). Simultaneously,
to catapult enterprises with revenues between 5
Crto 25 Cr and above 25 Crinto global markets, we
operationalized the ‘SGCCI Wadhwani Accelerate
Pro' and 'Liftoff frameworks to scale turnovers
from 1X to 3X on a zero-equity model.

On the policy front, our high-level
representations at the MNRE Ministry in New
Delhi successfully secured an ALMM exemption
extension up to December 31, 2026, for solar
installations. With my official appointment to the
State Advisory Committee (SAC) of GERC, the
power tariff concerns of our textile and MSME
sectors will now be championed at the highest
regulatory forum,

From empowering female artisans via the
‘Shraavan Business Mela 2026 to mentoring youth
on Guru Purnima through the ‘Importance of
Guru in the Era of Google & Al' seminar, SGCCI
stands as an unwavering shield and growth engine
for South Gujarat through natural calamities and
industrial challenges alike.

A
(AT

Ashok Jirawala
President, SGCCI

[l SGCCI JULY 2026: MAJOR MILESTONES AT A GLANCE

I S S Y

Flood Relief Action: 7% Subsidy on 30L Loans & SGCCI Proof Waiver
Emergency Helpline; Launch of 'SGCCI Udyog Sathi 24 * 7' (7211173108)
Business Scaling: 'SGCCI Wadhwani Accelerate Pro' (1X to 3X Scale)
National Policy Victory: Solar ALMM Exemption Extended to 31 Dec 2026
Global Trade Expo: South Gujarat's 1st 'Global Travel Trade Fair 2026'

Business Beyond Excellence
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Vice President’s Message From the Editor’s Desk

CATALYZING GLOBAL
CONNECTIVITY & ADVOCACY!

€ € Throughout
July 2026, SGCCI
spearheaded
extensive diplomatic
engagement
and state-level
policy advocacy
to eliminate
infrastructure
bottlenecks.

Respected Members & Fellow Entrepreneurs,

Throughout July 2026, SGCCI spearheaded
extensive diplomatic engagement and state-
level policy advocacy to eliminate infrastructure
bottlenecks.

In our high-powered delegation meeting with
Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Bhupendrabhai Patel
in Gandhinagar, SGCCl forcefully presented
South Gujarat's core demands. We advocated
for deploying 50-70 seater aircraft connecting
Surat with Ahmedabad, Rajkot, and Bhavnagar,
shifting GETCO's South Zone Headguarters from
Vadodara to Surat, launching a ‘Sabka Vishwas’ style
amnesty scheme for legacy VAT/CST Ilitigation,
and granting Customs-approved status to Surat’s
MANTRA laboratory—receiving highly encouraging
assurances [rom the state administration.

Internationally, our interaction with Ghana High
Commissioner Prof. Kwasi Obiri-Danso validated
the superior quality of Indian products over Chinese
alternatives, opening ‘Tax-Free Entry avenues
across  African markets, Additionally, hosting
South Gujarat's first-ever ‘Global Travel Trade Fair
(GTTF) 2026’ provided an international B2B and B2C
networking platform for our hospitality and aviation
sectors.

We remain resolutely committed to establishing
Surat as the world's premier economic hub through
technology, connectivity, and trade integration.

Ravi Raj Desai
Vice President, SGCCI

Ravi Raj Desai
Vice-President

DOCUMENTING THE ‘INDUSTRY
4.0’ TRANSFORMATION

€€ “True editorial
responsibility lies in
transcending routine
reporting to highlight
smart technologies, capital
market evolution, and

public health awareness.” 33

Dear Readers,

This special July edition reflects the
dynamic technological and socio-economic
evolution sweeping across South Gujarat.
Over the past month, SGCCI expanded its
footprint beyond traditional commerce to
curate transformational knowledge sessions.

Through “The Future Factory: Al, Industrial
3D Printing & Smart Manufacturing’, regional
manufacturers were introduced to Industry
4.0 paradigms such as Dark Factories,
Digital Twins, and Predictive Maintenance.
Concurrently, the ‘Growth Capital & IPO
Summit 2026" guided MSMEs to transcend
conventional debt banking and leverage public
capital markets via SME IPOs.

In public health, SGCCI's initiatives
delivered profound community impact. The
‘Small Cut.. Big Victory Over Cancer session
demonstrated how 3D/4K laparoscopic
technologies preserve patient ‘Quality
of Life| while ‘Jaundice: Myths vs Facts'
effectively dispelled medical misconceptions
surrounding fatty liver management. As the
Editorial Board, we take immense pride in
chronicling this journey of progress.

The Editorial Board

The Southern Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (SGCCI)

Dischaimer : The views and opmion s expressed in this magamne are those of the mdividual avthors and do not necessanly refect the offical
policyor postion of The Sourthern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Inudstry (SGCCL. While svery effor bas been made to ensure
the acouracy of the mformation provided - meluding data processed through automated analytical tooks - 3GCCI does not puarantee the
absolute completeness or accuracy of this content. Readers are advised to independently ven By any cotical bunness data before maling

professonal deosions

Business Beyond Excellence
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A NEW LEASE OF LIFE
AFTER THE DELUGE!

‘Barely a month after taking charge, Surat faces a celestial crisis;
_As the Sarsana complex submerges, SGCCI President Ashok
Jirawala,ensures staff safety while spearheading industrial relief

SARSANA COMPLEX INUNDATED,
BUT COMMANDER ASHOK
JIRAWALA STANDS FIRM!

“During the crisis, ensuring
every staff member
reached home safely was

my first duty; but keeping  Surat was struck by a severe deluge. Torrential

Surat's business operations downpours on July 7 and 8, 2026, submerged the entire
city. Surrounding the expansive headquarters of The

Barely a month into the tenure of the new leadership,

uninterrupted was equally Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry

my responsibility.” (SGCCI) at Sarsana, there was an endless expanse of

Ashok Jirawala water, Within hours, the complex grounds and elevator
(President, SGCCI) shafts were completely inundated.

Business Beyond Excellence wilg - AUGUST - 2026 T



‘ ‘ “Possessing accurate loss data was vital to rescue industries from
the flood crisis; based on SGCCI representations, the government
delivered a historic package”

Ashok Jirawala (President, SGCCI) , ,

ﬁ.i_l‘;'
J._I__h_n.

Ll FLOOD CRISIS & RELIEF AT A GLANCE

v" Event Dates: July 7-8, 2026 (Deluge) Package Date: July 15, 2026

v" Leadership: SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala & SGCCI Team

v Small Vendors Relief: Handcart vendors 7,500 | Kiosks 25k-50k

v" GST Registered Units: 1 Lakh cash grant OR 7% interest subvention

v Property Tax Waiver: 1009 Property Tax waiver for | year m affected zones
v" Permanent Solution: High-Level Committee formed for Khadi flood control

Business Beyond Excellence aulg - AUGUST - 2026




“Just as Narendra Modi revived Surat in 2006, Bhupendra Patel and
Harsh Sanghavi have breathed new life into industries with the
exact same vision.”’

Ashok Jirawala (President, SGCCI) , ,

l Ll“ “\U[: ||

Ll SURAT FLOOD RELIEF SCHEME AT A GLANCE .

Venue: Collectorate, Surat -
Leadership DIC- GM & SGCCI Prera:deﬁt Asl'mk Jirawal:it_

Insurance Lhﬂage Sch&me is strsctly unlinked frﬂm ".”.__' I |
Key Documents: GSTR-3B returns for April, May, and Jtme E‘ﬂﬁﬁ ..L_.'_ lired
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‘ ‘ “Even without photo

or video evidence, an

SGCCI certificate will be
valid proof, 7% interest
subvention granted on loans
up to 30 Lakhs for 3 years.”

Ashok Jirawala
(President, SGCCI)

Amidst this alarming situation, SGCCI
President Ashok Jirawala acted with deep
empathy for his team. Before conditions
deteriorated further, he granted early leave
to all staff members, personally ensuring
their safe r eturn home. Yet, determined that
Chamber operations should not stall during
this critical period, he maintained constant
digital command, staying in continuous
contact with civic authorities to monitor the
evolving situation.

The moment floodwaters began receding,
President Ashok Jirawala organized an
immediate cleanup to restore office
functionality, standing shoulder-to-shoulder
with distressed citizens and traders. Without
losing a moment, he launched a mission-mode
drivetoaggregate verified damage metricsfrom
South Gujarat's textile, diamond, and MSME
sectors to prepare a strong representation for
government intervention.

PART 2! DATA COLLECTION DRIVE
PART 2: SGCCI LAUNCHES ‘MISSION DATA'
TO ASSESS INDUSTRIAL DAMAGE

Submerged factories across textile
processing, weaving, diamond units, and
MSMEs faced severe damage to machinery,
raw materials, and finished stock. On July 9,

‘ ‘ “Depositing the bank

sanction letter at DIC will
speed up loan disbursals;
the scheme remains
independent of insurance
claims.”

District Industries Centre
(DIC, Surat)

2026, SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala issued
an urgent appeal to all trade associations,
stating, “To secure meaningful government
relief, possessing structured and official loss
data is absolutely vital”

Under President Ashok Jirawala's guidance,
SGCCI issued a standardized format (Unit
Name, GST Number, MSME details, lLoss
Amount, and Evidence Photos) to collect
damage metrics directly and via email (dysec@
sgeeiin),

PART 3' RELIEF PACKAGE & THE 2006 MODI
MODEL

PART 3' HISTORIC RELIEF PACKAGE
RECALLS THE 2006 ‘MODI MODEL'

Armed with verified data collected by
SGCCI, swift representations led Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel and Deputy Chief
Minister Harsh Sanghavi to announce a historic
rehabilitation package for flood-hit Surat on
July 15, 2026,

Welcoming the package, SGCCI President
Ashok Jirawala remarked, “In 2006, then Chief
Minister Narendra Modi personally directed
ground operations to clear sludge and restore
power on a war footing. Walking on that
exact visionary ‘Modi Model, Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel and Deputy Chief Minister

NO PROOF? SUBMIT SGCCI CERTIFICATE!

High-level bankers' meet held at Surat
Collectorate; Following SGCCI President
Ashok Jirawala’s representation, flood-
affected traders get major relief in loss
documentation.

Accelerating loan approvals under the
‘Surat Flood Relief Scheme, a high-level
meeting chaired by the General Manager
of DIC was convened with regional bankers

©

at the Surat Collectorate following active
representations by SGCCL

In the presence of SGCCI President
Ashok Jirawala and Past President Ashish
Gujarati, it was decided that if flood-
affected traders lack photo /video evidence
of damage, a certificate from SGCCI or
recognized trade associations will serve as
valid proof.

Business Beyond Excellence
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Harsh Sanghavi have injected fresh vitality
into Surat's economy. The government used
SGCCT's verified loss data as the bedrock for
this package”

Key Highlights of the Package:

Small Vendors: 7,500 for handcart operators,
25,000 for small kiosks, and 50,000 for larger
cabins.

Shops & GST Units: | Lakh outright cash
assistance OR 7% interest subvention on term
loans up to 30 Lakhs for 3 years.

Tax Waiver & Khadi Committee: Complete

1-year property tax waiver for flood-affected
residential and commercial properties. A
High-Level Committee chaired by the Urban
Development Principal Secretary has been
constituted for permanent Khadi flood
prevention.

SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala expressed
heartfelt gratitude to the state government on
behalf of the entire South Gujarat industrial grid
for deploying over 9,000 sanitation workers
and disbursing 1315 Crore in immediate
household relief.

SIMPLIFIED RULES & GUIDELINES

Under the scheme, loans up to 30
Lakhs will attract a 7% annual interest
subvention for 3 years. Applicants
must obtain a bank sanction letter and

Business Beyond Excellence

submit it to the DIC. The scheme is
completely independent of insurance
claims. Applicants must attach GSTR-
3B returns for April, May, and June 2026.
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30:KG COCONUTS &

+150,000 TORTOISES!

.'Seychelles an archipelago of 115
151&11(15 in the Indian Ocean; A
trnplcal paradise defined hy granite

i i
rncks nrystal clear waters‘*"‘

Author: Adv. Vinod Chandelia

Spread across 115 islands in the Indian Ocean
off East Africa, Seychelles is globally renowned
tor its pristine natural beauty, crystal-clear
waters, and unique marine biodiversity. Spanning
an area of 455 square kilometers with a total
population of approximately 135,130, this island
nation relies heavily on tourism as its economic

backbone. Its capital, Victoria, is known as one of

the smallest capitals in the world, featuring just
2 traffic signals and easily explorable on foot in a

Unlike most island nations formed by volcanic
activity, Seychelles stands out as its islands are
uniquely composed of solid granite rocks. On
Praslin Island, the native 'Coco de Mer trees
produce the world’s largest and heaviest coconuts,
weighing up to 30 kilograms each. Over 150,000
giant tortoises inhabit Aldabra Atoll in Seyvchelles,
where Prime Minister Narendra Modi fed leaves
to a 194-vear-old tortoise named Jonathan
during his visit. For Indian travelers, Sevchelles
conveniently offers a Visa-on-Arrival facility.

INDIAN DIASPORA & CULTURAL SYNCRETISM

People of Indian origin constitute nearly 10% to 11%
(~15,200) of the total population in Seychelles. Indians have
been part of the island’s fabrie since the very first settlers
arrived in 1770 under French rule. During British governance,
traders and skilled artisans migrated from Gujarat, Tamil
Nadu, and Pondicherry, establishing deep commercial roots.

Today, Indian conglomerates—particularly from the Patel
community such as KRG Group (Kalyanji Kurji Patel), Shreeji
Construction (Keshra Mahipa), and Vijay Construction
(Valjibhai Patel)—lead major projects across construction,
hospitality, and healthcare. Gujarati entrepreneurs command
a massive presence across Seychelles’ hotels, infrastructure,
and retail trade. Cultural ties run deep, with Indian festivals
like Navratri, Diwali, and Uttarayan celebrated with great
grandeur across the islands.

Business Beyond Excellence
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SEYCHELLES AT A GLANCE

* Land & Population: 455 sq km
area | ~1.35 Lakh total population
= Capital Victoria: One of world's
smallest capitals (Only 2 traffic
lights)

» Indian Diaspora: 10-11% of

population

(15,200 people of Indian origin)
» Natural Wonder: ‘Coco de Mer’
coconuts weighing up to 30 kg

* Dominant Sectors: Tourism,
Construction, Healthcare,

and Retail
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ZERO

COMMISSION,
3X TURNOVER!

SGCCI and Wadhwani Foundation
launch '‘SGCCI Wadhwani Accelerate
Pro’; Driven by SGCCI President
Ashok Jirawala's vision,

100 regional companies set to scale up

MEH TAVE

i &

Empowering South Gujarat's industrial
ecosystem to dismantle growth bottlenecks
and achieve global scaling milestones, The
Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SGCCI) formally launched the "SGCCI
Wadhwani Accelerate Pro" practical program
on Thursday, July 30, 2026, at '‘Sanhati Hall,
SIECC, Sarsana.

This flagship launch fulfills a core
inauguration commitment declared by
SGCCl President Ashok Jirawala. Having

Business Beyond Excellence
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“This program aims to scale
100 selected South Gujarat
enterprises from 1X to 3X
turnover on a Zero Equity
and Zero Commission model”
Ashok Jirawala
(President, SGCCI)
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recently activated 'SGCC] Udyog Sathi 24 *
7 for emergency industrial relief, President
Ashok Jirawala has now rolled out this robust
scaling framework for sustainable enterprise
growth.

Unveiling his vision, President Ashok
Jirawala stated, “Under this zero-equity and
zero-commission framework, we aim to select
100 high-potential regional enterprises and
systematically expand their revenues from 1X
to 3X”

13



Iﬁﬂ SGCCI WADHWANI ACCELERATE

PRO AT A GLANCE

Launch Date
Thursday, July 30, 2026
Venue: ‘Sanhati' Hall, Sarsana

Core Model:
Zero Equity & Zero Commission

(12-Week Growth Sprint)

Scaling Goal:

Multiply turnover of 100 selected firms

from I¥ to 3¥X

Liftoff Cohort:
Dedicated framework for units with
5 Crto 25 Cr turnover

“Through a 12-week practical
growth sprint, business experts
and Al tools will optimize
sales, operations, and financial
planning for measurable

outcomes.’
Ankit Machhare
(State Head, Wadhwani Foundation)

Business Beyond Excellence
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NEW INITIATIVE:

‘SGCCI WADHWANI LIFTOFF
" FOR MSMES

While originally designed for units with
turnovers exceeding 25 Crore, SGCCI President
Ashok Jirawala introduced a crucial expansion
during the launch event. To support smaller
enterprises, units with revenues between 5
Crore and 25 Crore will be onboarded from
Day 1 under a specialized cohort titled ‘SGCCI
Wadhwani Liftoff.

Wadhwani Foundation State Head Ankit
Machhare explained that the 12-Week Growth
Sprint leverages Al and veteran mentors to
optimize six core operational pillars including
sales, market expansion, SOPs, and supply chain
management.

Sagar Panchal (National Productivity Council)
guided attendees on Industry 4.0, Jigar Jivani
explained the digital platform, and Group
Chairman Punit Gajera detailed the program
architecture. The session was anchored by
Chitrang Shah (Chairman, Entrepreneurship
Development Committee).
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“To shield industrialists during unexpected crisis, the
oath taken at my installation has been fulfilled today
with the launch of “Udyog Sathi””

Business Beyond Excellence

Ashok Jirawala (President, SGCCI)

Elevating South Gujarats
trade ecosystem and
operationalizing the motto
‘Business Bevond Excellence,
The Southern Gujarat Chamber
of Commerce and Industry

(SGCCI)  President  Ashok
Jirawala  has  successfully
fulfilled another key

commitment made during his
inauguration, Markinga historic
milestone on 24/7 (Friday,
July 24, 2026), the Chamber
officially launched the ‘SGCCI
Udyog Sathi 24 * 7 helpline
to provide immediate relief,
administrative  coordination,

and legal guidance to industrial
units facing emergencies.
Announcing the initiative
at the Shraavan Business Mela
stage, SGCCI President Ashok
Jirawala stated, “Industrial
units frequently encounter
unforeseen disasters, fires, or
regulatory crisis where securing
immediate administrative or
rescue  assistance becomes
challenging. The solemn oath
taken during my installation to
shield South Gujarat’s industrial
grid from emergency crisis
stands fulfilled today with this
round-the-clock helpline.”

‘ ‘ SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala fulfills
another inauguration promise; ‘SGCCI
Udyog Sathi 24 * 7 emergency helpline

launched for South Gujarat industrialists, ,

(G - AUGUST - 2026
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ATUL PATEL & ADV. AJAY JANGID APPOINTED PROJECT LEADS

Industrialists across South Gujarat can dial
the designated helpline number 7211173108
during any industrial emergency to receive
instant guidance and operational aid. To ensure
seamless execution, the core management of
this 24 /7 service has been entrusted to SGCCI
Honorary Treasurer Atul Patel and eminent
advocate Ajay Jangid, who will lead rapid
liaison with local municipal bodies, police, fire

departments, and government ministries.

Notably, SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala
had also operationalized the ‘SGCCI Accelerate
Pro' initiative in partnership with the
Wadhwani Foundation within days of taking
charge. Translating promises from paper to
ground execution underscores the resolute
commitment of the current leadership toward
industrial welfare and security.

“Our team will seamlessly
coordinate with civic authorities,
police, and fire services to provide
on-the-spot emergency relief to
industrialists.”

Atul Patel
(Honorary Treasurer, SGCCI)

SGCCI UDYOG SATHI

AT A GLANCE

' Launch Date: Friday, July 24, 2026

Venue: SMC Community Hall

Official
Emergency Helpline:

| 7211173108

Scope of Service: ‘ 24/7 On-ground relief, legal & civic coordination

Key Steering Leads ‘ Honorary Treasurer Atul Patel & Adv. Ajay Jangid

Business Beyond Excellence
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HIGH-VOLTAGE EMPOWERMENT
FOR REGIONAL INDUSTRY!

SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala officially appointed as Member of the State

Advisory Committee of the Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission (GERC)

In a major institutional triumph aimed at securing reliable,
uninterrupted, and cost-competitive power tariffs for South Gujarat’s
industrial grid, Ashok Jirawala, President of The Southern Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SGCCI), has been officially
appointed as a Member of the prestigious State Advisory Committee
(SAC) of the Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission (GERC).

Constituted under the statutory mandates of the Electricity Act
2003, the State Advisory Committee is a high-powered regulatory body
that advises GERC on policy formulation, tariff structures, distribution
frameworks, and systemic power sector reforms. The committee
comprises eminent experts representing industry, commerce,
agriculture, consumer protection, and energy research.

Ll GERC APPOINTMENT AT A GLANCE

&6

“I am committed
to raising the voice
of South Gujarat's

'5'_:' Announcement Date; Thursday, July 16, 2026
’O | Location: Surat
& ) Appointed Member: SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala

textile. diamond { @I Regulatory Authority: Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission
and MSME { _if\ Statutory Provision: Constituted under Electricity Act 2003
sectors at the :ﬁ | Core Focus; Competitive power tariffs for Textile, Diamond & MSMEs
highest regula =
ghest regulatory AMPLIFYING INDUSTRIAL ISSUES AT THE HIGHEST FORUM
forum to ensure Responding to his appointment, SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala
uninterrupted remarked, "Serving on the GERC State Advisory Committee is an
power at honor for the entire industrial fraternity of South Gujarat. My primary

. X objective will be to effectively represent power-related operational
competitive tariffs”  pottienecks and policy suggestions on this apex platform. 1 will work
Ashok Jirawala constructively to ensure that our textile, diamond, and MSME sectors
: receive quality, uninterrupted power at globally competitive rates”

(Premdent, SGCCI} Regional trade associations and entrepreneurs have warmly
welcomed President Ashok Jirawala's appointment, expressing
confidence that his presence will foster result-oriented

communication between industrial power consumers and state

energy regulators.

“This appointment will make dialogues between
regional manufacturers and state regulatory bodies
far more transparent and result-oriented.”

South Gujarat Industrial Fraternity
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SMALL INCISION, BIG
WIN OVER CAN CER!

Highlighting surgical technology
advancements that accelerate patient recovery,
The Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (SGCCI) organized a specialized
health awareness session titled ‘Small Cut.. Big
Victory Over Cancer’ on Sunday, July 19, 2026, at
the Samruddhi Building, Nanpura.

Under the institutional guidance of SGCCI
President Ashok lJirawala, featured experts
Dr. Mishal Shah (Senior Consultant Surgeon,
PP Maniya Hospital) and Dr. Mrudul Patel
(Laparoscopic Surgeon)demonstrated how 3D /4K
camera systems and laparoscopic techniques are
transforming oncological procedures,

Dr. Mishal Shah emphasized that laparoscopy
now enables complex abdominal and thoracic
cancer operations with minimal pain, ensuring
patients quickly regain independence and resume
daily routines,

Business Beyond Excellence

“M{}deru cancer surgery
is not just about

curing the disease, but
preserving the patient's
‘Quality of Life’ and
ensuring a rapid return
to normalcy!”

Dr. Mishal Shah
(Senior Consultant
Surgeon, PP Maniya
Hospital) L

\[)
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SGCCI hosts a health seminar titled ‘Small Cut, Big Victory Over Cancer’,
Under SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala's guidance, experts demonstrate
how modern minimally invasive surgery preserves ‘Quality of Life’

il CANCER SURGERY TECH AT A GLANCE

v" Event Date:
Sunday, July 19, 2026
Venue: Samruddhi Building, Surat
v"  Leadership
SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala
& Public Health Committee
v"  Tech Paradigm:
Replacing 15-20 em incisions with
1cm keyhole cuts
v" Precision Vision:
3D and 4K camera systems offering 360° clarity
v" Patient Recovery:
Ambulatory within 24 hours,
discharge in 4-5 days

MINIMAL CUTS ACCELERATE
ADJUVANT CHEMO THERAPY

Detailing laparoscopic advantages, Dr. Mrudul Patel
explained that 1 cm keyhole entry points paired with 3D /4K
consoles replace traditional 15-20 cm incisions, Because
physical trauma is drastically reduced, patients can initiate
post-surgery chemotherapy or radiation cycles on schedule
without recovery delays. Advanced modalities such as ICG
Dye and PIPAC (for Stage-4 peritoneal management) were
also highlighted as standard care,

The session, organized under the direction of SGCCI
President Ashok Jirawala, opened with a welcome address by
Honorary Secretary Paresh Lathia. Public Health Committee
Co-Chairperson Dr. Bhavini Dixit introduced the speakers, and
Chairman Dr. Jagdish Vaghasia delivered the vote of thanks.
Honorary Treasurer Atul Patel and Dr. Soham Patel were present.

“3D and 4K camera systems provide
‘ ‘ surgeons a 360-degree clear view,
keyhole cuts enable patients to walk
within 24 hours.”
Dr. Mrudul Patel
(Laparoscopic Surgeon) , ,
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SURAT’S VOICE
RINGS LOUD IN
GANDHINAGAR!

Regional Chambers hold a
high-level review with CM
Bhupendrabhai Patel; SGCCI
delegation presents pressing
industrial issues to propel South
Gujarat’s economic growth

Addressing key industrial bottlenecks and
accelerating Gujarat's economic momentum, a
high-powered delegation of regional chambers led
by GCCI President Sandeep Engineer met Chief
Minister Bhupendrabhai Patel in Gandhinagar
on Thursday, July 30, 2026. Representing The
Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SGCCI), Vice President Ravi Raj Desai
and Honorary Secretary Paresh Lathia strongly
advocated for South Gujarat’s business ecosystem.

Welcoming the outcomes of the summit, SGCCI
President Ashok Jirawala remarked, “The state
government has consistently demonstrated an
empathetic approach toward South Gujarat's trade
and industry. This unified representation paired
with decisive assurances from Chief Minister
Bhupendrabhai Patel and Deputy Chief Minister
Harsh Sanghavi has restored strong industrial
optimism.”

“The positive assurances from Chief
Minister Shri Bhupendrabhai Patel
and Deputy CM Shri Harsh Sanghavi
have injected fresh confidence into

South Gujarat’s industry."’ ,

Ashok Jirawala
|ﬂ| KEY DEMANDS PRESENTED TO

(President, SGCCI)

CM AT A GLANCE

« Regional Aviation: 50-70 seater aircraft on
Surat-Ahmedabad & Rajkot routes

* Civic Administration: Shift GETCO South
Zone HQ & Lift Inspectorate to Surat

» Tax Amnesty: ‘Sabka Vishwas' style amnesty
for legacy VAT, CST disputes

* Textile Infrastructure: Authorize MANTRA
as a Customs-approved lab

FOCUS ON AVIATION, ENERGY & TAXATION REFORMS

Detailing the representations, SGCCI Vice President Ravi Raj Desai urged the state to intro-
duce 50-70 seater flights under the UDAN scheme connecting Surat with Ahmedabad, Rajkot, and
Bhavnagar. Furthermore, SGCCI requested relocating GETCO's South Zone Headquarters from Va-
dodara to Surat and launching a comprehensive amnesty scheme similar to ‘Sabka Vishwas' to set-
tle legacy VAT, CST, and Entry Tax litigation.

To bolster textile exports, SGCCI advocated authorizing Surat's MANTRA laboratory as a Cus-
toms-approved fabric testing facility, alongside requesting explicit inclusion of manufacturing MS-
MEs in the Surat flood relief package. Chief Minister Bhupendrabhai Patel assured positive and
prompt action on the representations,

“Deploying 50-70 seater flights for regional routes and shifting GETCO'’s South Zone headquarters

to Surat are vital for administrative efficiency.” Ravi Raj Desai (Vice President, SGCCI)
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NO MORE ‘TAXING’
TIMES, JUST GROWTH!

The Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SGCCI)
hosts a special symposium marking 9 years of GST; India unlocks a
new fiscal chapter with 1.65 Crore taxpayers

['l L

"GST was not merely

a tax law, but the most
ambitious reform in
independent India's
history that materialized
_'One Nation, One Tax"
y Ashok Jirawala
. (President, SGCCI)

~ A
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Commemorating a historic decade of tax
transformation, The Southern Gujarat Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (SGCCI) organized a
high-profile symposium titled '3 Years of GST on
Wednesday, July 1, 2026, at the Ushakant Marfatia
Hall, SIECC, Sarsana. The event brought together
senior tax administrators, CAs, CSs, and trade
stalwarts to evaluate the macroeconomic impact of
India's unified tax code.

Delivering the welcome address, SGCCI President
Mr. Ashok Jirawala noted that GST has significantly
bolstered the ‘Ease of Doing Business framework.
He highlighted that Gujarat ranks 2nd nationally
witha 28,000 Cr GST footprint in FY 2025-26, with
Surat independently contributing a massive 6,500
Cr annually to solidify the national treasury.



|
! ; Wednesday, July 1, 2026 | Venue:
i Exent Date: SIECC, Sarsana, Surat

National
‘ E Taxpayer Base: 65 Lakh (2017) = 1.65 Crore (2026)

Gujarat GST ;
Ft:l{ﬁ;?'int: <28,000 Crore (Ranked 2 Nationally)

Surat Annual
| a Contribution: | < 0200 Crore

“The ‘New Generation Tax
‘ Reforms’ aim to simplify legal

VIA ‘NEW . .
DIRE RELIE?‘ EFORMS compliance and pass direct
GENERP*TI%I: m&‘i gGST hﬁiﬂﬁg fiscal relief to the middle class
i the @8 L jghlight ‘ ; "
Add?ﬁsiﬁ:g vivek Gﬂlegﬂtﬁégmpaycr on daily goods and insurance!
%f;w;::;?tal adnpﬂ?ﬂkﬁhﬁ‘mﬁﬂi‘f to 1.69 Efgi Vivek Gajera
3 3o 1 - cation Tax p
network "m?n; - the ‘New Gemra;:}ﬂm 3 (Assistant
?;ﬁﬁfgctiméhed ;nbifﬁiiszir are t:ﬁ“‘% Commissioner, SGST) , ,
. od that legd o~ prnce551111,~
explainel nsing Al-driven lization 1O
\iminated x slab rationatizee
?i:rect‘l':r‘ passing OF Laqusscntims, health, an

ariinms. SGST
lfe insuran pf;m was attended by
en

- n
.The comw '\Irls“"amt'ha |
Commissioner Mg gS. Rathore Deputy

Yol T. ~ 1
C Gmmt%‘%mﬂﬁ Ashok Karangiyd,

issioner Mt ' ala,
mmissioner ik Jhala,
%%mmissinnef L Mh:aParesh Lathia, Sufz,.;
ary Secretd y o ai Mr. Ram
hsociat,  Chairman CATSESS
GSst | ;
d N i
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TRADE WINDS BLOW TOWARDS OMAN!

SGCCI holds a high-level virtual session with the Indian Embassy in Muscat;
Multi-sector business delegation to visit Oman under SGCCI President

B e SRy

L t3EL

SIHCE
RS THE YEAR PI3z-18

8 i pwa

 BGCC
- THF RNETHR GUIAIAT OINROER
= 08 COMADREE & MIET Y
s =5 = T e T
Cult ol T

‘ ‘ “Following the India-Oman
CEPA implementation, the

Chamber is ready to elevate
South Gujarat’s textile,
diamond, pharma, and
renewable energy sectors to

Oman's global market.”

Ashok Jirawala
(President, SGCCI)

Unlocking immense exportand investment
opportunities following the India-Oman
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) implemented on June 1,
The Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (SGCCI) convened a crucial
virtual bilateral session with senior diplomats
from the Embassy of India, Muscat (Oman) on
Tuesday, July 14, 2026.

Opening the Zoom session, SGCCI
President Ashok Jirawala presented the
Chamber's extensive institutional footprint,
stating, “SGCCl today represents over
14,500 direct members and more than 155

Business Beyond Excellence

Ashok Jirawala's leadership following CEPA implementation
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“The Indian Embassy
will facilitate high-level
B2B meetings for
SGCCI's delegation with
Omani authorities and
‘Invest Oman~”

Karanbir Singh Chauhan
(Second Secretary -
Commerce, Embassy of
India, Muscat)

7?

prominent trade associations across South
Gujarat”” President Ashok Jirawala articulated
the industrial capabilities of Surat and South
Gujarat across textiles, diamonds & jewelry,
pharmaceuticals, chemicals, food processing,
engineering, and renewable energy before
Omani trade authorities.

SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala formally
proposed dispatching a high-level multi-
sector business delegation to Oman to
explore new export avenues under CEPA,
establish joint ventures, and participate in
targeted B2B sessions with leading Omani
conglomerates.
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EMBASSY ASSURES B2B FACILITATION WITH ‘INVEST OMAN’

Welcoming President Ashok Jirawala's proposal, Second Secretary (Commerce) Mr. Karanbir Singh
Chauhan assured full diplomatic support to connect South Gujarat’s industrial grid with Omani mar-
kets. He invited the Chamber to send sector-specific delegations and confirmed that the Embassy
would coordinate official B2B engagements with ‘Invest Oman’ and local government authorities.

Furthermore, he extended a special invitation to SGCCI to participate in ‘Oman Health, Oman’s
premier medical exposition, while highlighting that foreign investments in the solar energy sector
are currently receiving top priority in Oman.
All Exhibition Chairman Manish Kapadia shared positive insights from his previous Omani visits.

Marketing Assistants Ms. Sonia Dhuri and Ms. Sabiha represented the Embassy, while SGCCI Honor-
ary Secretary Paresh Lathia delivered the vote of thanks.

* Event Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2026 | Platform: Virtual (Zoom)

* Policy Driver: India-Oman CEPA (Free Trade Agreement in effect June 1)
 Key Target Sectors: Textiles, Diamonds, Pharma, Solar & Chemicals

» Global Invitation: Delegation invited to ‘Oman Health’ Expo
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SGCCI inaugurates the two-day
‘Shraavan Business Mela 2026’ at
Mota Varachha; Anjuben Vekariya and

SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala salute the

craftsmanship of women entrepreneurs

Celebrating the upcoming festive season of Shraavan while
fostering local micro-enterprises and women entrepreneurs,
The Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(SGCCI) inaugurated the two-day ‘Shraavan Business Mela
2026" on Friday, July 24, and Saturday, July 25, 2026, at the
SMC Community Hall, Sudama Chowk, Mota Varachha, Surat.
The expo, open from 10:00 AM to 07:00 PM, was officially
inaugurated by Smt. Anjuben Vekariva, President of BIP
Mahila Morcha, Gujarat.

Delivering the welcome address, SGCCI President Ashok
Tirawala praised the spirit of female entre preneurship, stating,
“Shraavan symbolizes prosperity and new beginnings. Surat’s
women have excelled across textiles and small industries.
This business mela serves as a vital bridge connecting home-

‘ ‘ “Surat has always been a hub of women
empowerment; this expo is SGCCI's
endeavor to provide a direct marketing

platform to home-preneurs.”
Ashok Jirawala (President, SGCCI) ’ ,

Business Beyond Excellence anlg - AUGUST - 2026
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based women entrepreneurs directly with retail appeal to Surat citizens to visit the fair for their

buyers and expanding their business networks”  festive shopping and encourage female artisans
SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala issuedawarm  and entrepreneurs.
-_—

Dates & Timing;: July 24 & 25, 2026
10:00 AM to 07:00 PM

I| Venue: SMC Community Hall, Sudama
. Chowk, Mota Varachha, Surat

3 '{ Chief Guest: Anjuben Vekariya

| (President, BJP Mahila Morcha, Guj)

Highlights: Designer Rakhis, Sarees,

Y ° . j
Anjuben Vekariya  lmitation] ewelry & Home Decor Dineshbhai Navadiya

“Women possess the innate ability to balance home and business
efficiently; they must leverage government training workshops for , ,

financial self-reliance.”
An_}uhﬂn Vekﬂnva {PrEdent BJP Mahila Morcha, Gujarat)

- - ._"'"!.. u'l

ONE- STDP SHOPPING DESTINATION FOR FESTIVE NEEDS

The inauguration was graced by Olpad MLA and former Minister Mukeshbhai Patel, Surat Mayor
Mayaben Mavani, and Past President Dinesh Navadiya. Dinesh Navadiva recalled that this initiative,
launched during the pandemic, has now evolved into a comerstone commercial platform for women.

Mela Chairperson Rupal Shah highlighted that the exhibition features designer Rakhis, dress
materials, imitation jewelry, handicrafts, home decor, fancy blouses, designer sarees, bedsheets,
kurtis, and gourmet food products under one roof.

The inaugural ceremony was anchored by Honorary Treasurer Atul Patel, while All Exhibition
Chairman Manish Kapadia presented the vote of thanks. Ladies Wing Chairperson Alpaben Madrasi
alongside local corporators Manubhai Balar, Manishaben Kher, Chandrikaben Asodariva, Jainesh
Jadav, Jayshreeben Ovara, and Nayanaben Dobariya attended the event.
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SGCCI and |

TAAPI host
South Gujarat’s
first-ever
‘Global Travel
Trade Fair
2026’; Purnesh
Modi, Ramesh
Merja (IAS),
and SGCCI
President Ashok
Jirawala drive
global business
networking

PACK YOUR BAGSH
FLY FROM SURAT!

g —

Positioning South Gujarat firmly on the international tourism
grid and fostering multi-sectoral travel opportunities, The Southern
Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SGCCI) in association
with TAAPI organized South Gujarat's first-ever ‘Global Travel Trade
Fair (GTTF) 2026 on July 28 and 29, 2026, at the pillar-less dome of
SIECC, Sarsana.

The grand inauguration was led by Chief Guest Purnesh Modi
(Deputy Speaker, Gujarat Legislative Assembly & MLA Surat
West). The event witnessed the digital launch of the 'Exhibitors
Guide and '‘GTTF 2027 brochure alongside Kantilal Sohagiya (MD,

i

-
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Sohagiya Tours). massive 28% surge, GTTF 2026 is not merely
Delivering the welcome address, SGCCI an exhibition but a global platform assembling

President Ashok Jirawala remarked, “India’s international travel stakeholders under one

travel marketing spend has witnessed a roofto catalyze B2B and B2C networking.”

“When Indians explore domestic “This trade fair serves as a
heritage and natural destinations, game-changer to connect
national forex remains within Surat's hospitality, aviation,
the country, strengthening and agency sectors directly with
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat™’ global travel brands.”
Purnesh Modi (Deputy Speaker, Ashok Jirawala

Gujarat Legislative Assembly) (President, SGCCI)

iy
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[l GLOBAL TRAVEL TRADE FAIR 2026 AT A GLANCE

* Event Dates & Venue:

July 28-29, 2026 | SIECC Pillar-less Dome, Surat
* Chief Guests: Purnesh Modi (Deputy Speaker),

Ramesh Merja (IAS)

* Tourism GDP Footprint: Tourism now
contributes over 13% to national growth

* Student Engagement: Tourism diploma
students from Madhavbag & SD Jain visited

YATRADHAM BOARD SECRETARY

RAMESH MERJA (IAS) VISITS EXPO

On the concluding day, Secretary of
Gujarat Pavitra Yatradham Development
Board, Ramesh Merja (IAS), inspected the
international pavilions. He emphasized that
global trade fairs elevate Gujarat's religious,
cultural, and eco-tourism circuits onto global
platforms.

Industry veteran Kantilal Sohagiya noted
that tourism's contribution to national
turnover growth has expanded from 3-4% in

past decades to over 13% today. Furthermore,
I T ¢

¥
o

-
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tourism students from Madhavbag Vidyalaya
and S.D. Jain College engaged with GTTF
Chairman Vinesh Shah to explore MICE
tourism, aviation, and hospitality workflows.

The inaugural function was anchored by All
Exhibition Chairman Manish Kapadia, while
Vice President Raviraj Desai presented the
vote of thanks. SGCCI Honorary Secretary
Paresh Lathia, Honorary Treasurer Atul Patel,
TAAPI President Jignes Patel, and Chairman
Vinesh Shah were present.
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THE DIGITAL’ BOOM OF WOMEN POWER!

SGCCI Ladies Wing organizes ‘Empowered Woman, Empowered Nation'
seminar; Smriti Irani and SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala praise the

Smriti Irani

f

Smriti Irani

Business Beyond Excellence wilg - AUGUST - 2026

economic prowess of women entrepreneurs.

“Over 3 Crore women are active in the

SME sector; generating 8,300 Cr via
il WhatsApp and 16,000 Cr on Instagram

A highlights their rising economic clout.”

(Former Cabinet Minister) , ,

Highlighting the accelerating
economic influence of women
entrepreneurs in the digital era
and their pivotal role in building a
‘Viksit Bharat, the Ladies Wing of
The Southern Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (SGCCI)
organized a grand seminar fitled
‘Empowered Woman, Empowered
Nation: Story, Strategy & A New
Wave' on Saturday, July 4, 2026, at
the Ushakant Marfatia Hall, SIECC,
Sarsana.

Delivering the inaugural address,
SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala
championed the cause of women-
led development, stating firmly,
“The national dream of achieving
a 5 Trillion Dollar economy
or a Viksit Bharat will remain
incomplete until the half of our
population—our women power—
becomes economically and socially

30



empowered” President Ashok Jirawala assured

that SGCCI will continuously provide mentorship,
business guidance, and growth strategy networks
to aspiring female entrepreneurs.

In the presence of SGCCI President Ashok
Jirawala and dignitaries, Keynote Speaker and
former Union Cabinet Minister Smt. Smriti

[u] WOMEN POWER AT A GLANCE
Event Date: Saturday, July 4, 2026
Venue: SIECC, Sarsana, Surat
SME Footprint: 3 Cr+ Women Active
(11% SME Share, 2 Cr Jobs Created)
Social Commerce: WhatsApp (8,300 Cr)
Instagram (16,000 Cr)

Key Announcement: Free stalls for 20

Surat women entrepreneurs in Delhi

I -

Irani presented data illustrating that over 3
Crore women operate successfully within
India's Small & Medium Enterprises (SME)
ecosystem. Women account for an 11% share
in formal SMEs, creating nearly 2 Crore jobs,
while maintaining a massive 70% footprint in
the informal sector.

‘ ‘ “The dream of

reaching a 5 Trillion
Economy will remain
unfinished until

our women power

is fully empowered
economically.”

Ashok Jirawala

(President, SGCCI) , ,

@ I AHANREEN 1B N5
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FREE DELHI EXHIBITION STALLS
ANNOUNCED FOR 20 SURAT WOMEN

Exhorting women toward self-reliance, former
Union Minister Darshana Jardosh urged female
entrepreneurs to register on the government's
GeM portal, while Surat Mayor Mayaben Mavani
highlighted municipal welfare initiatives aimed at
women's upliftiment, Marking a major milestone
for regional entrepreneurs, Lok Sabha MP Praveen
Khandelwal announced that 10 women entrepreneurs
from SGCCI and 10 members from the Surat Municipal

Business Beyond Excellence

Corporation's Sakhi Mandal will receive complimentary
stalls at the upcoming ‘Bharatiya Vyapar Mahotsav' in
Delhi (August 12-15, 2026), fully sponsored by CAIT.

The convention was attended by MP Praveen
Khandelwal, Immediate Past President Nikhil Madrasi,
Honorary Secretary Paresh Lathia, Honorary Treasurer
Atul Patel, Ladies Wing Chairperson Alpa Madrasi, Dr.
Parul Vadgama, Parul Patel, Anchor Shraddha Shah,
and Geeta Lathia,
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FACTORIES GET SMART!

SGCCI hosts a special technical session on ‘The Future Factory: Al
& Industrial 3D Printing’; Under SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala's
guidance, Surat industrialists adopt Smart Manufacturing roadmaps

Catalyzing South Gujarat’s transition into ‘Industry
4.0 via Artificial Intelligence (Al), cloud architecture,
and additive manufacturing, The Southern Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SGCCI) organized
a specialized technical session titled ‘'The Future Factory:
Al, Industrial 3D Printing & Smart Manufacturing' on
Saturday, July 25, 2026, at Mchta Hall, SIECC, Sarsana.

Conducted under the overarching institutional
direction of SGCCI President Ashol Jirawala, featured

“Reverse engineering and speakers Apurva Indrodia (Mechanical Design Engineer)

3D printing enable instant and Bhaumik Trivedi (AWS Cloud & Cybersecurity Expert)
spare part fabrication demonstrated live automation and cloud security models.

during machine Highlighting additive manufacturing, Apurva Indrodia
- ry' remarked, “The future factory is not mere automation; it is
breakdowns, eliminating Gt E e :
diiction downtime? an integration of intelligence, connectivity, cybersecurity,
pro s 3 ’ and skilled manpower. Reverse engineering enables
Apurva Indrodia instant spare part production during machinery failures,
(Mechanical Design Engineer) preventing costly downtime.’
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1l THE FUTURE FACTORY TECH AT A GLANCE

Event Date: Saturday, July 25, 2026 Venue: Mehta Hall, Sarsana
Dark Factory Model: Fully unmanned, lights-out

robotic manufacturing

Digital Twin: Virtual simulation to eliminate production errors
Predictive Maintenance: Al-driven early detection ol
machinery faults

LIVE DEMOS OF ‘DARK FACTORIES' & ‘DIGITAL TWINS'
Cybersecurity Expert Bhaumik Trivedi conducted a
live demonstration of ‘Intelligent Document Processing)
showing how Al analyzes thousands of invoices in seconds.
Key technical paradigms discussed included ‘Dark Factories'
{lights—aut manufacturing {)pEmting in China), ‘Digital “Al and cloud tEChIIDID gles
Twins' (pre-production virtual simulations), and ‘Predictive . :
Miintznsnos siemd enable mtelllge_-nt _
The session, organized under the leadership of SGccl ~ document processing for
President Ashok Jirawala, opened with a welcome address by thousands of invoices in

Honorary Secretary Paresh Lathia. Group Chairman Mayank seconds while fortifvin
Dalal outlined the session, while Kuntesh Radadiya (Chairman, ymng

Industry 4.0 Committee) moderated proceedings. Pradip Patel data S.EC?_II‘IIT.}-'.” )
delivered the vote of thanks. Honorary Treasurer Atul Patel Bhaumik Trivedi
and Aviation Committee Chairman Linesh Shah were Pmﬂeﬂt. {Cllt}ud & C","bf_‘l'sf_"{‘-ul-i ty L‘{PL‘I—”
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NO TURMERIC, ALCOHOL CLEANS

LIVER? DON'T FALL FOR MYTHS!

SGCCI hosts a health awareness session titled ‘Jaundice: Myths vs
Facts’; Under SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala’s guidance, medical
experts bust misconceptions on liver health & fatty liver

“Jaundice is not a

standalone disease

but a symptom of liver
dysfunction; stopping
turmeric or yellow food

does not cure jaundice.”

— Dr. Pravin Barsodiya

(Leading Gastroenterologist) ,

Promoting health awareness among regional
citizens and industrialists, The Southern Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SGCCI)
organized a specialized health session titled
‘Jaundice: Myths vs Facts' on Sunday, July 26, 2026,
at the Samruddhi Building, Nanpura.

Conducted under the overarching direction of
SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala, featured speaker
Dr. Pravin Barsodiya (Leading Gastroenterologist)
dispelled widespread social misconceptions
regarding jaundice and fatty liver while presenting
evidence-based medical facts.

Dr, Barsodiva clarified that jaundice itself is
not an independent disease but an indicator of
underlying liver malfunction. He emphasized that
relying solely on liquid diets or sugarcane juice
is inadequate, stressing that a balanced, protein-
rich diet is critical for patient recovery.
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[l JAUNDICE & FATTY LIVER AT A GLANCE ‘

Event Date:

Sunday, July 26, 2026

Venue:

Samruddhi Building, Surat

Myth Buster: Food color or turmeric has no
correlation with bilirubin

Fatty Liver Definition: Accumulation of over
5% fat in the liver

Recommended Cure: 10% body weight
reduction paired with daily exercise

“Fat accumulation
exceeding 5% in the
liver causes fatty liver;
a 10% body weight
reduction and regular
exercise are the best
cures.’
Dr. Pravin Barsodiya
(Gastroenterologist) ,

FATTY LIVER WARNING & BUSTING ALCOHOL CLEANSING MYTHS

During the session, Dr. Barsodiva debunked
the dangerous myth that alcohol cleanses the
liver, warning that aleohol during liver infection
can be fatal. Addressing sedentary lifestyles, he
warned that fat accumulation exceeding 5% leads
to Fatty Liver, which, if unchecked, can progress
to irreversible Liver Cirrhosis. A 10% reduction
in body weight remains the primary medical
defense.

Business Beyond Excellence

The session, organized under the leadership
of SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala, commenced
with a welcome address by Honorary Treasurer
Atul Patel. Public Health Committee Chairman Dr.
Jagdish Vaghasia outlined the program, while Co-
Chairperson Shalini Halvawala introduced the
speaker. Co-Chairman Dr. Rajan Desai presented
the vote of thanks, Group Chairperson Dr. Parul
Vadgama and committee members were present.
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SGCCI and Steptrade Capital host
DITCH THE [ sispmeein

Under SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala's
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Encouraging regional MSMEs, startups, and  “Scaling a business solely
textile-diamond  conglomerates to transcend through internal accruals

t;aﬁi;i?;ﬂ;rkgfsb%hia:l;:i%leringu':E':r;%samgsf l:; is like ‘ gthe stai B
2 ; ; Growth Capital acts like

Commerce and Industry (SGCCI) in association with
Steptrade Capital organized the ‘Growth Capital &  an elevator that elevates
IPO Summit 2026 on Saturday, July 18, 2026, at the enterprises rapidly”
Ushakant Marfatia Hall, SIECC, Sarsana. CA Akshay Davra

Under the visionary guidance of SGCCI President
Ashok Jirawala, featured keynotes illuminated the
power ol capital markets. Keynote speakers CA
Akshay Davra (Fund Manager, Steptrade Capital)
and CA Sandeep Gupta (Director, Valmiki Leela
Capital) decoded the technical roadmaps of public
equity listing (SME IPOs) for Surat's entrepreneurial
fraternity.

CA Akshay Davra emphasized that entering capital
markets brings structured governance and strategic
mentorship alongside funding, urging enterprises to
continuously innovate and maintain quality to remain
market-resilient.

“iteap Fapta

& |
L]

(Fund Manager, Steptrade Capital)
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[l 1PO & SME LISTING AT A GLANCE

Event Date:

Saturday, July 18, 2026

Venue: SIECC, Sarsana, Surat

National Footprint:

7,000 Total Listed Companies in India

Gujarat Dominance:

350+ out of 600 Listed SMEs belong to Gujarat!
Target Segment:

Golden opportunity for units with 50 Cr+ revenues

Marﬁrgl Va -

LISTING ENHANCES BRAND VISIBILITY & CREDIBILITY

Delivering economic metrics, CA Sandeep Gupta highlighted that Surat cumrently stands
as the world's 4th fastest-growing metropolis. He underscored that with over 350 out of 600
national SME listings originating from Gujarat, Surat entrepreneurs have an unprecedented
window to unlock brand visibility, liquidity, and employee retention through ESOPs. Enterprises
generating over 50 Crore in revenues can seamlessly tap SME public platforms.

The summit, held under the guidance of SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala, opened with a
welcome address by Honorary Secretary Paresh Lathia. Group Chairman Dr. Anil Sarawagi
anchored the proceedings, Chitrang Shah and Ayyub Yakubali introduced the keynotes, and
Group Chairman Kamlesh Gajera delivered the vote of thanks.

b

“Over 350 of India’s 600 listed SME companies are from Gujarat;
Surat holds the potential to become the world's No. 1 fastest-

growing city by 20357 , ,
CA Sandeep Gupta (Director, Valmiki Leela Capital)
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NO EMOTION, NO
BRAND DEVOTION!
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SGCCI hosts the ‘DESI DISRUPTBRS’ ]Jusmess workshop; experts |
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decode market-disrupting strategies for regional entrepreneurs

Equipping regional enterprises with modern
marketing strategies to transform local
operations into global brand powerhouses, The
Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SGCCI) organized a specialized business
workshop titled 'DESI DISRUPTORS - Strategy
On A Page' on Saturday, July 11, 2026, at *Sanhatf)
SIECC, Sarsana,

Inthe encouraging presence of SGCCI President
Ashok Jirawala and key office bearers, featured
speakers—noted author and tanslator Vikrant

Business Beyond Excellence

Pande alongside marketing research expert Dr.
Vispy Doctor—mentored regional business leaders
on core branding framework fundamentals.

Elucidating consumer psychology during his
session, Vikrant Pande highlighted, “Global market-
leading brands have consistently focused on core
consumer emotions and genuine satisfaction
requirements. Consumers don't merely look for
product utility; they actively align with brands
that empathetically listen to and resolve their pain
points”
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“At the core of every successful brand
lies a deep understanding of customer
emotions and authentic needs; brands
that listen to consumers dominate

the market.”

Vikrant Pande (Renowned Author)

STRATEGIC DISRUPTION VIA ‘FOGG’ & ‘VICKS’ CASE STUDIES

Delivering his keynote, Dr. Vispy Doctor
presented case studies of market-disrupting
brands such as Fogg, Moov, and Vicks. He
emphasized that early-stage customer-
focused ideas combined with a cohesive
‘Strategy On A Page’ determine long-term
brand equity, urging entrepreneurs fto
clearly define their unique value proposition
against competitors.

The workshop, attended by SGCCI
President Ashok Jirawala, commenced

[L] BRANDING WORKSHOP AT A GLANCE

Event Date: Saturday, July 11, 2026
Venue: ‘Sanhati, SIECC, Surat
Theme: DESI DISRUPTORS -
Strategy On A Page

Featured Speakers: Vikrant Pande (Author) &

Dr. Vispy Doctor (Expert)
Case Studies: Fogy, Moov, and Vicks brand
disruption models

with a welcome address by Honorary
Secretary Paresh Lathia. Group Chairman
Sanjay Punjabi outlined the agenda, while
Punit Gajera introduced the speakers.
Chitrang Shah (Chairman, Entrepreneurship
Development Committee) moderated the
session, and Group Chairman Dr. Anil Saraogi
presented the vote of thanks. Honorary
Treasurer Atul Patel, Mrunal Shukla, Bhavesh
Tailor, and Dr. Vijay Radadiya were present
alongside prominent industry leaders.

..1, ) BRAND ( 7o

Qi! @“

7“

“Micro customer-centric ideas paired with
sharp execution strategies elevate
regular products into

iconic brands like Fogg or Vicks.”
Dr. Vispy Doctor

(Marketing Research Professional)
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NO Al, NO ENTRY IN MODERN TRADE!

SGCCI and CAIT Gujarat host a joint session on business strengthening;
Praveen Khandelwal and SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala urge industry

leaders to upgrade with technology

—
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BUSINESS

GROWTH

SESSION IN SURAT

Emphasizing the pivotal role of Artificial
Intelligence  (Al) and government policy
frameworks in strengthening India's trade and
industrial ecosystem, The Southern Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SGCCI)
in collaboration with the Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) Gujarat Chapter organized
a special session titled ‘Strengthening Trade &
Industry: Govt Schemes, Business Growth & New
Opportunities’ on Saturday, July 4, 2026, at the
Ushakant Marfatia Hall, SIECC, Sarsana.

Delivering the welcome address, SGCCI
President Ashok Jirawala highlighted the critical
need for technological adoption to sustain
business expansion. He noted, “Trade and
industry form the bedrock of India's economic
progress, While central and state governments
are implementing  progressive  policies,
understanding new avenues for business growth

£

“Global trade is increasingly
driven by ML and Al yet

90% of Indian traders

remain unaware of these
technologies; upgrading with

time is now essential.”

Praveen Khandelwal ,
(Secretary General, CAIT)
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and technology-driven pathways has become
indispensable for every entrepreneur in today's
competitive era’” President Ashok Jirawala urged
Surat’s textile and MSME leaders to proactively
leverage government incentive programs.

In the presence of SGCCI President Ashok
Jirawala and executive members, Keynote
Speaker, Lok Sabha MP, and CAIT Secretary

“Understanding new scopes
for business growth and
tech-driven avenues is
essential for every
industrialist in today’s
competitive era!’
Ashok Jirawala
(President, SGCCI)

General Praveen Khandelwal presented stark
statistics regarding technological adoption. He
revealed that while global commerce is rapidly
shifting toward Machine Learning (ML) and
Artificial Intelligence (Al), nearly 90% of Indian
traders still lack comprehensive knowledge of
these digital tools, stressing the urgent need for
capability building.

[l TECH & TRADE

AT A GLANCE

Event Date:

Saturday, July 4, 2026

Venue:

SIECC, Sarsana, Surat
Leadership:

SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala
& CAIT Gujarat

Digital Adoption Gap:

90% of Indian traders unaware
of ML and Al

Regulatory Reform:

Govt working toward
Trade, One License’ rule
Global Trade Platform:
Bharatiya Vyapar Mahotsav
(Aug 12-15, 2026)

‘One

‘ONE TRADE, ONE LICENSE’ & MEGA DELHI EXPO

Elaborating on welfare policies, MP Praveen
Khandelwal detailed key central initiatives
including the Mudra Yojana, Vishwakarma Yojana,
Lakhpati Didi, and Digi Sakhi schemes. He urged
textile industrialists to tap into the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme and revealed that
the government is actively formulating a unified
‘One Trade, One License’ policy to streamline
regulatory compliance.

Furthermore, he announced that CAIT
and ITPO are jointly hosting the ‘Bharativa
Vyapar Mahotsav from August 12 to 15, 2026,

Business Beyond Excellence

at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi. Surat's textile
manufacturers have secured a massive 7,000
sq. meters of exhibition space for the event,
which will host trade delegations from over 40
countries, opening new international export
channels.

The session was attended by Immediate Past
President Nikhil Madrasi, Honorary Treasurer
Atul Patel, Past President Ashish Gujarati,
CAIT Gujarat President Pramod Bhagat, Group
Chairman Manoj Agarwal, Anchor Mitesh Shah,
and Honorary Secretary Paresh Lathia.
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OUT WITH THE DRAGON
IN WITH SURAT GOODS!

SGCCI hosts high-level
business interaction with
Ghana High Commissioner
Prof. Kwasi Obiri-Danso;
SGCCI President Ashok
Jirawala showcases South
Gujarat’s industrial strength

gy
i O ASHOK JIRANALA

Unlocking lucrative trade and investment corridors for
South Gujarat enterprises across African markets, The
Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(SGCCI) hosted an exclusive business interaction session
with High Commissioner of Ghana to India, Prof. Kwasi
Obiri-Danso, and his high-level delegation on Saturday, July
“Indian product qualit}r far 18, 2026, at ‘Sanhati, SIECC, Sarsana.
surpasses Chinese g‘ﬂﬂds Welcoming the diplomatic delegation, SGCCI President
across African markets: Ashok Jirawala highlighted the Chamber’s institutional

- - - y reach, stating, “SGCCI stands as the apex body representing
Gu.laratls constitute the over 14,500 direct members and more than 155 leading
largest Indian business trade associations across South Gujarat” President Ashok
cnmmunity in Ghana with Jirawala showcased the advanced manufacturing capabilities
unmatched trade acumen.” and export readiness of Surat and South Gujarat across
textiles, diamonds & jewelry, pharmaceuticals, chemicals,

_ 5 food processing, engineering, and renewable energy to the
(High Commissioner of Ghana) Ghanaian delegation.

Prof. Kwasi Obiri-Danso
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TAX-FREE ENTRY & GOLD TRADE
DOMINANCE IN GHANA

Commending Gujarati entrepreneurs, High Commissioner Prof.
Kwasi Obiri-Danso noted that Gujaratis form the largest segment among
Indians successfully doingbusiness in Ghana, He emphasized that Indian
products have proven far superior in quality and durability compared to
Chinese alternatives across African markets. He highlighted that Ghana
remains India's largest source of gold exports, with Gujarat being the
primary destination, and invited Surat industrialists to leverage Ghana's
“Tax-Free Entry’ and ‘Free Economic Zones.

The high-profile meeting was attended by Ghana's Minister
for Investment & Tourism Kwasi Agyemang Gyan-Tutu, Minister
Counsellor Muniru Kadiri, Nana Kojo Asiedu, SGCCI All Exhibition
Chairman Manish Kapadia, and Group Chairman Amish Shah,
International Delegation Committee Chairman Haresh Calcuttawala
outlined the agenda, Devkishan Manghani moderated the session, and
SGCCI Vice President Raviraj Desai presented the vote of thanks.

[l INDIA-GHANA TRADE AT A GLANCE “Connecting South
| Gujarat’s massive

-
Pl -~ i asHOK JIRAWA

B

* Event Date: Saturday, July 18, 2026

« Venue; ‘Sanhati’, SIECC, Surat . maqufacturiqg
» Leadership: SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala & High footprint with Ghana's
Commissioner Prof. Obiri-Danso Free Economic
* Investment Perks: ‘Tax-Free Entry’ & 'Free Economic Zones and tax-free
Zones' offered by Ghana architecture will unlock
* Key Trade Link: Ghana is India's top gold exporter, immense glnbal trade”
with Gujarat as primary importer Ashok Jirawala
* Core Sectors: Textiles, Diamonds, Pharma .

! ‘ ‘ (President, SGCCI)

Renewable Energy, and IT
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Surat International Exhibition & Convention Centre

GOOGLE SHOWS THE WAY, THE
‘GURU’ LEADS TO THE GOAL!

SGCCI hosts a inspirational seminar on ‘Importance of Guru in the Era
of Google & AI'; SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala & Pujya Achaljivan
Swami unveil the ‘LPG’ formula for youth character building

Highlighting the irreplaceable value of the
ancient Guru-Shishya tradition amidst the
rapid rise of digital technology and artificial
intelligence, The Southern Gujarat Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (SGCCI) organized
an inspiring youth seminar titled ‘Importance
of Guru in the Era of Google & AI' on Thursday,
July 30, 2026, at the Ushakant Marfatia Hall,
SIECC, Sarsana.

Organized under the leadership of SGCCI

Business Beyond Excellence

President Ashok Jirawala, Shastri Pujya Shri
Achaljivan Swami (Swaminarayan Gurukul,
Ved Road) attended as the keynote speaker to
mentor students and young professionals.

Delivering the welcome address, SGCCI
President Ashok Jirawala cited examples of
Guru Dronacharya and Guru Vishwamitra,
stating, “Google and Al process information
seamlessly, but true wisdom, ethics, and life
direction stem solely from a Guru”
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@ THE 'LPG' LIFE FORMULA AT & GLANCE

L - Listening:
Technology hears commands; a Guru listens to emotions

P - Planting:

Tech offers planning, while a Guru plants deep values

- Giving;

Al delivers services, whereas a Guru offers sacrifice

“Google provides
data and Al offers .
intelligence, but true | = %
wisdom, values, and | &
direction can only be
bestowed by a Guru” £
Ashok Jirawala -

(President, SGCCI)

@& w2als yaue

Addressing youth, Pujya Achaljivan Swami unveiled

“Google may ]_lSt 10 ways the 'LPG’ life formula: L-Listening (empathizing with
emotions), P-Planting (instilling moral wvalues), and

to commit suicide, but a G-Giving (selfless sacrifice for the student’s welfare). He

Guru will ask for the Pa-iﬂ noted that technology remains emotionless, whereas a

behind it and show a new Guru provides spiritual sanctuary.

The session, held under the direction of SGCCI

way to live! s :
President Ashok Jirawala, was anchored by Bhavesh

Pujya Achaljivan Swami Zanjadiya. Vipul Desai outlined the program, Bihag Desai
(Swaminarayan Gurukul, introduced the speaker, and Honorary Treasurer Atul
Ved Road) Patel presented the vote of thanks.
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INDUSTRY IN DISTRESS'

The Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and IlldllSL'["j' (SGCCI) and SGTPA hold an
emergency session with GMDC officials over arbitrary price hikes and severe supply shortages

66

“During past economic crisis, the Central Government aided

empathetic approach during tough times”
— Ashok Jirawala (President, SGCCI)

Addressing severe operational disruptions
faced by South Gujarats textile processing
houses and manufacturing units due to lignite
supply shortages and price inflation, The
Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SGCCI) along with the South Gujarat
Textile Processors Association (SGTPA)
convened a high-level meeting on Friday, July
3. 2026, at Sarsana.

Initiating the session, SGCCI President
Ashok Jirawala delivered the welcome address
while leading the industrial delegation to
present a resolute case before Neeraj Patel,
General Manager (Sales & Marketing - Coal),
Gujarat Mineral Development Corporation
(GMDC). President Ashok Jirawala explicitly
urged GMDC management to adopt an

industry by cutting customs duty; GMDC must adopt a similar , ,

empathetic, industry-first strategy and resolve
the genuine grievances of regional processing
houses without delay.

Under his leadership, trade representatives
outlined 4 core grievances before the state
mining authority:

1. Unprecedented Price Hikes: Demanded an
immediate rollback of arbitrary price increases
implemented between May and July 2026.

2. Supply Inconsistency: Inability to secure
allocated monthly quotas on schedule.

3. Logistical Burden: Diversion of supply
from the local Tadkeshwar mine to the distant
Bhavnagar facility, driving up freight costs,

4, Artificial Scarcity: Demanded strict
monitoring of unauthorized trade practices
exploiting open market supply deficits.

DIESEL HIKE & MONSOON WATERLOGGING RESPONSIBLE: GMDC

Responding to the representations, GMDC officials clarified that elevated industrial die-
sel prices alongside early monsoon waterlogging at the nearby Tadkeshwar pit disrupted
extraction and logistics. Reduced local output necessitated supply rerouting and price ad-
justments. However, GMDC executives assured that industry grievances would be escalated
to state and central government levels for an expedited resolution.

The meeting was attended by SGTPA President Jitendrabhai Vakharia, prominent indus-
trialist J. P. Agarwal, Vinod Agarwal, SGCCI Honorary Treasurer Atul Patel, GIDC Commit-
tee Chairman Mitul Mehta, and senior SGTPA executive Binay Agarwal.

Business Beyond Excellence
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SOLAR INDUSTRY SHINES BRIGHT!
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SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala's high-level Delhi representation bears fruit; MNRE extends
ALMM exemption for Net Metering & Open Access Solar Projects up to December 31, 2026

Delivering a landmark policy victory for the
regional solar industry and MSME renewable
energy developers, active representations
led by The Southern Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (SGCCI) President
Ashok Jirawala in New Delhi have yielded a
major relief decision from the Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Government of
India.

The context to this policy breakthrough

[u] ALMM SOLAR RELIEF AT A GLANCE

Order Date: Saturday, July 18, 2026
Authority: MNRE, New Delhi

Leadership: SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala &

Delhi Delegation

Revised Exemption Deadline:
December 31, 2026 (Extended)
Previous Deadline: May 31, 2026

Core Beneficiaries: Net Metering & Open Access

Solar Developers/MSMEs

b

stems from a high-level delegation led by
SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala that met the
Secretary of MNRE in New Delhi. During the
meeting, President Ashok Jirawala forcefully
presented the operational bottlenecks,
compliance hurdles, and financial strain faced
by developers regarding mandatory adherence
to ALMM List-I (Solar PV Modules) and ALMM
List-II (Solar PV Cells) for Net Metering and
Open Access solar installations.

“This extension is a historic and immense relief for the solar
industry and the MSME ecosystem across South Gujarat and India” , ,

Ashok Jirawala (President, SGCCI)

Business Beyond Excellence
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‘ ‘ “I express sincere gratitude to the MNRE Ministry and the

Secretary for understanding the industry's ground realities , ,
and taking swift action”  Ashok Jirawala (President, SGCCI)

EXEMPTION EXTENDED TO DECEMBER 31, 2026

Acting upon SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala's representation, the MNRE issued an official
Office Memorandum confirming that all Net Metering and Open Access renewable energy
projects commissioned on or before December 31, 2026, will be fully exempted from mandatory
ALMM List-I and ALMM List-II compliance. Previously, this waiver was valid only until May 31,
2026.

Welcoming the historic order, SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala emphasized that this extension
removes regulatory uncertainty and financial stress for developers who have already invested
heavily in solar infrastructure. He urged all regional solar project developers and industrial
units to capitalize on the extended timeline to commission their projects seamlessly before the
December 31, 2026 deadline.

AL
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SURAT'S TRADE FLAG ELIES HIGH IN SAUDI!

SGCCI holds a high-level virtual meeting with the Indian Embassy
in Riyadh; Multi-sector business delegation to visit Saudi Arabia
under SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala's leadership

Unlocking new global marketsandbolstering
bilateral trade ties with the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, The Southern Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (SGCCI) convened a
crucial virtual meeting with senior diplomats
from the Embassy of India, Riyadh on Tuesday,
July 14, 2026.

Opening the online session, SGCCI President
Ashok Jirawala highlighted the Chamber's
institutional leadership, stating, “SGCCI today
represents over 14,500 direct members and
more than 155 prominent trade associations

66
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across South Gujarat” President Ashok
Jirawala showcased the robust manufacturing
capabilities of Surat and South Gujarat across
textiles, diamonds & jewelry, pharmaceuticals,
chemicals, food processing, engineering, and
renewable energy to Saudi trade authorities.

During the dialogue, SGCCI Vice President
Ravi Raj Desai detailed Surats dominant
positioning in natural fiber, cotton, and
synthetic textiles, presenting an actionable
roadmap to scale regional textile exports into
Saudi Arabian markets.

“Under Saudi Arabia's ‘Vision-2030', vast export and investment
avenues have opened up for South Gujarat’s textile, diamond,

pharma, and renewable energy sectors.
Ashok Jirawala (President, SGCCI)

72
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[l INDIA-SAUDI TRADE AT A GLANCE

Event Date:

Tuesday, July 14, 2026 | Platform: Virtual (Online)

Facilitation Partners:

National Chamber-Riyadh & Investment Board

High-Focus Regions:
Riyadh, Dammam Coast, and Western Coast
Strategic Driver;

Saudi Government's ‘Vision-2030" & Investment

Perks

Welcoming President Ashok Jirawala's
initiative, First BSecretary (Commerce) Mr.
Vipul Bawa formally invited a high-level SGCCI
delegation to visit Saudi Arabia's Western Coast,
Rivadh, and the Dammam Coast. He assured
full diplomatic backing to coordinate official
BZ2B engagements with the 'National Chamber
of Commerce - Rivadh, the 'Saudi Arabia
Investment Board’, and the 'Saudi India Business
Council.

Business Beyond Excellence

‘VISION-2030° FACILITATION & B2B ROADMAP

“The Indian Embassy is
committed to facilitating
direct B2B sessions for

the SGCCI delegation with
the National Chamber of
Commerce and Investment
Board in Riyadh”

Vipul Bawa
(First Secretary - Commerce,
Embassy of India, Riyadh)

i

Furthermore, Mr, Bawa delivered a
comprehensive presentation on Saudi Arabia’s
WVision-2030), detailing lucrative economic
incentives, subsidies, and liberal investment
policies tailored for textiles, pharma, chemicals,
and especially solar and wind energy sectors.

Concluding the session, All Exhibition
ChairmanManishKapadiaexpressedenthusiasm
for hosting Saudi buyers at upcoming Surat
trade expos and delivered the vote of thanks.
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BROKEN RIBS, UNBROKEN RESOLVE!

Defying 4 fractures and intense pain, SGCCI President Ashok
Jirawala kept chamber operations in top gear throughout July

True leadership is defined not in moments
of comfort, but in times of adversity. It belongs
to that rare breed of leaders who refuse
to retreat when struck by severe physical
setbacks, channeling pain into purposeful
and relentless momentum. SGCCI President
Ashok Jirawala exemplified this indomitable
spirit, setting an extraordinary benchmark of
grit, resilience, and organizational devotion.
Leading from the front, President Jlirawala
undertook a multi-day strategic tour to New
Delhi starting July 13, accompanied by the
SBC and a 20-member delegation. The packed
itinerary featured a comprehensive two-day
review of industrial innovations at ‘Bharat
Expo) bilateral trade dialogues at the Embassy
of Egypt, an official visit to Rashtrapati Bhavan,
and national seminar hosted by the Ministry of
Textiles.

4 FRACTURED RIBS, ZERO DOWNTIME:
POWERINGCHAMBEROPERATIONS ALLJULY
As the high-profile mission was wrapping up on
July 17, an unfortunate accident occurred when

[u] DELHI STRATEGIC MISSION

Mission Window : July 13 to July 17 | Bharat Expo, Embassy & Ministry

Delegation : SGCCI President Ashok Jirawala, SBC & 20 Delegates
Sudden Trauma : Accidental fall leading to 4 severe rib fractures
Medical Advice: Strict protocol for absolute bed rest

Heroic Resolve :

Business Beyond Excellence

Remained continuously active throughout July

President Jirawala suffered a heavy fall. Clinical
examinationsconfirmed fractures across 4 ribs,
accompanied by acute chest trauma. Medical
specialists immediately mandated complete
bed rest, warning against physical exertion.
However, confronting an extensive calendar
of trade representations, policy formulations,
and industry commitments, Ashok Jirawala
refused to pause. Defying clinical pain, he
remained fully operational and engaged
throughout the entire month of July. From
orchestrating executive follow-ups and
chairing strategic reviews to coordinating
delegations and guiding committee leaders, he
ensured that chamber operations ran at peak
momentum. Proving that wounds only amplify
true commitment, his unyielding perseverance
has set a benchmark for industrial leadership
across South Gujarat.
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EXHIBITIONS FOR THE YEAR 2026-27
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